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ENGLANDS ' 
COM PLA INT 


IESVS CHRIST. 


AGAINST 


THE BISHOPS 
CANONS 


OF THE LATE SINFULL SYNOD, A SEDLe 
Tious CONVENTICLE, APackE OF HY- 
pocricts a Sworne Confederacy, a Traiterous Conſpiracy againſt 
the true Rel:g5on of Chriſt,and the Weale Publicke 
of the Land, and conſequently againſt the 
Kingdome and Crowne. 


In this Complaint are Specified thoſe impieties and inſolencies, which are 
moſt nororious,Sca'tered through the Canons and Conſiuutions,of the 
ſaid Sinfull Syzod. And contured by Arguments annexed hereunto, 


IE 


Pſal. 94-20,21, &c. O Lord sbalth throne of iniquity have fellowship with 
thee, which frameth m:ſcliefe by a Law * They gather themſelues together a= 
gainſt the Soule of the righteos, andcondemn the innocent blood. 
Ela. 3.12, 13. O my people, they which lead thee, cauſe thee to erre, and deſtroy 
the way of thy paths, The Lord ſtandeth up to plea4, and ſtandeth to j udge the 
eople. Ezech. 22.2425, &Cc. 

Thu ſazth the Lord, Thou art the Land, that u nt cleanſed, nor rained upon in 
the day of indignation. T1212 s a Conſpiracie of her Prophets in the mid thereof, 
like 4 roaring Lim, ravening the pr y : they have devoured Soules : Her Prieſt s 4 
have violated my Law they have hid th:ir ey?s from my Sabbaths : Her Princes in 2k 
the midſt thereof are like Wolv2s ravening the prey , to 192d blood , and to deſtroy 4 
Soules, to get dishoneſt gaine, &c, 
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IESVS CHRIST, 


AGAINST THE BISHOPS 


CANONS. 


CASES T HE bopeof * Iſrael, the Saviour thereof in time * I:r.14.8,9, 
ANN of trouble,. why :houldeſt thou be as @ Stranger in the 
WED ks Lend, and & 4 way-faring man that turneeh aſide to 
tarry for a night © Why houldeſt thou be as a man 
| ed , 4 a mighty man- that cannot Save © Yet 
thou, 6 Lord, art wn the midſ of us, and we are calle 
by thy Name,leave uns, Yea, 4.6 Lord,though our imiquities teſts $ 97,7, 
againſt us, yet doe thou st for thy, Name: ſake : put n. 37" 
mary, we have ſinned agginſt thee.” And + we know not what to doe; + 2 Chron. 19; 
but our eyes are towards thee. $0 look, down from heaven, and behold 1 2. 
the habitation of thy bglines, and of thyglory : where # thy zeale, $ Eſa. 63.15, 
and thy ſtrength, the ſounding of thy bowels, and of thy mercies towards 16. 
me? Are theyreſtramed* Doubtleſſe thou art our Father,thous Lord 
art our Redeemer, thy. Name from everlaſimng. F O Lord our God, | Eſa. 26.14: 
other Lords beſidesthee have had dor;viniom over w : but by thee only 
wall we make mention of thy _ _ 


+ - 


ENGLANDS Complaintto JESus CHRIST, 
And now, © Lord, we thy People, inhabitants of chisfinfull 
Land , out of the depth of our muleries z Fo Jen ey the 
burthen of our manitold afflittions and oppreſſions, which we war- 
thily (uffer for our iniquities from thy rok hand-(for Thy 


*: Pſal.66,1 1, Þaſt + #15cd w,and melted us in the Fornace,even as ſilver; Thou 


12. 


F Hof. 6.1, 


haſt brought us into the nee : 'Thov haſt layd affliftion upon our 
lomes : 7] hou haſt cauſedmen ro ride over our heads ; So as 
to whom ſhall we goe for” * bealirg , but to thee , who haſt 
ſmitten us : to whom tor bmding up, but to thee, who.haſt broken 
and torne 9) we doe therfore in this our humbled eſtate.pre- 


+ Gen. 18.25, {cnt our complaint betore thee, the + Iudge of al the world, yea 
+ Heb, 4.15, before T hee, who halt a + feeling of our infirmaties, having been 


TG» 


41 all things tempted like as we are, yet without finne, to that end, 
that we 1n1ght come boldly to the * wk of Grace, and obtain mercy, 
and find grace to helpe tm time of need. And althopgh we thy Peo- 
ple have had of long time, and ſtill have much matter ot com- 
plaint unro thy Righteow Throne : yet now above all other, 
when the Throne of Iniquity frameth misobiefe as by a Law. For 2 
Synod hath been by Authority of late holden , wherein ſuch 
things have bcen concluded and contirmed,as tend to the utter 
rooting our of all true Religion , and that under the vaile of 
deep hyjocrijie double iniquity. And now © Lord, gzve thy People 
leave even to fpread this whole Synod before theezas once King 
E pales ſpreadthe blaſphemous letter of the Enemy betore the 
Lore . 

And foraſmuch as the ſaid Synod hath' been both called, 
authorized,and contirmed inal the Canons and Conſtitutions 


+ therof by the King, as himſelfe declareth by his own -A& both 


betore and atter the ſaid Canons; wherein he profeſſerth him- 
ſelte ro be thy Depury (6 King of Kings, and Lord of Lords) we 
tliertore think it our dutyyfirſt to purge our ſelves of that Ntaine 
of diſl-yalty and diſobedsence which the King chargeth us withall, 
For they lay it to the charge of ſome of us at the leaſt, tha: we 
ſuſpe& our King of being perverted in a Superſiitiew way of Gods 


' worshup, as1t he intended to bring in ſome alteration of Religion in 


our Land, againſt his ſundry publicke Declarations and Sacred pro- 
f#eſſions before Him, whoſe Deputy laith he) we are, agatnſt all, and 
every intention of any Popizh Innovation. Now tor vur parts, we 
doe appeale to thy righteous judgement, O ſearcher of all bearts, 
whetherwe have been apt caulcleſſely to lulpe or ſurmile the 
leaſt evi}l of our King, but on the contrary, have been me ro 
an:crprec all his actions in fuch a lenle, as perſwading our lelv5, 

WAAtCY:E: 
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* ay.inſt the Biuhops CANONS/ OO 
whatever things were amiſſein Church or Common-weale,or 
whatever Innovations brought 10, yea alchough under the name 
ot Rejall Auehorgty, yet the King was ignorant of Theth ; arid His 
name therin abuled by ſome bad Officers about him. Yea,how 
iunwilling are we to this very day ( notwithſtanding the late 
Synod fo called and confirmed by the King )) to conceive the 

1calt ſiniſter thought of him. Soaswe are apt tothinke that 
thoſe Iunovatzons brought in ſince and under his Raigne, have 
either crept in by ſtealth and by degrees without his know- 
ledge, or been crafuly ſuggeſted as being no Innovations at all» 

but rather renovations of the decayes of the old Religivn { 10 
yulgarly called z being induced thereunto by the aucient ule 
tleccot retained in fome places of the Land, fince the Reforma- 
tion, as eſpecially in the Rozall Chappe!s, and Cathedrals, chough 
not contiimed by any Law, as the ule of A/rars, Images,and the 
like. But now when we ſee with open cves to our hearts griets 
thoſe things to be concluded as by a Lav ( Canons of Prelats 
now being made bindingLaws)and fo contiemed by theLetter2 
Patents ot the King , tor him, his Hewes, and lawtull Succet= 
fors; O Lord, whac ſhall we thinks? Nas , when we ſee a ſtrict 
Oath injoyned and impoled upon all Munitters, of what ftvle, 
or ranke ſoever, and upon all graduztes in the Uniyerſities, &c. 
to approve , and prelerve the Dotirene and Diſcp/ine or Govern= 
ment y as it ſtauds now eſtablished in the Church of England : and 
knowing, that by publick Ats, Editts, Decrces, Declarations, 
Books, &c, (ſet torthand publiſhed in che Kings Name, aud 
patronized by his, ſpeciall Auchority Royall) the $arHification 
of thy Chriſtian Sabbaths, the Morafity of thy holy Commandem:nts, 


. the Doftrmnes of thy Grace and Goſpel, with the preachy ng thereot; 


all preaching on thy Dayes in the afternoons , and all true Catechs- 
fing, mainly cryed down * and thatall thy paintull, and godly 
Mmiſters are perſecuted, ſuſpended, deprived, caſt out of all, and can 
have no remedy eicher by courſe of Law ( which is ſtopped) 
or by the King himlſelte ro wnom they complaine ; and that 
the Prelates ot lace more eſpecially uſurped a falſe Tile to 
their falle Government Ecclefiaſticall by claiming their Pre- 
laticall Juriſdiction trom thine own divine Authority ; So as 
we cannot be any longer iguoraar (except we will be rviltully 
blind ) chat the Doftrine f the Church of England eſtablizied in 
Queene Elizabeths dayes, hach now ſuffered not onely an Immo- 
varzon , buc an utcer everſion and extirpation of the very tounda- 
Kos thereof ; And this Ifiovarion, this er erfion, being hots 

noally 


ENGLAND Conplains t J£3u$ Cunttt; 


finally<oncluded onin a Synad, confirmed by the King, and 
oynedto be Sworne untoby all thoſe afore{aid: and beſides 
ati ris, rne Ang himſelfe profefſing,, that he hath diſogenely 
with great contentment and comfort read, and confidered of all the ſasd 
Canons, Orders, Ordinances, and-Confiteutions of the late Synod afore- 
fit, andthar be finds the fame ſuch at he# perſwaded wilbe very 
Profitcble tothe whole Church and Kingdome : And thereupon doth 
Propeund, publizh, end ſtreightly wyoyne by bu Authority and Lecters 
Patents,the ſame to be-ddli ehroed, exrcuted,and equally kept of 
— within thy Realme : Now © Lord, all theſe things 
weiglied and layd rogerber , Solemne and Sacred Proceſtations 
againit Innovations on the one fide, and a mighty flood of Inno- 
vations On the other ſide, which by Royall Authority have made a 
terrible univerſall invaſion and irruprtion both into thy Spiri- 
tuall Kimgdome,and this Temporal,threatning ſpeedily roſweep 
all away at once : what ſhall we thinke ? Or what ſhall we ſay © 
Wouldſt thou have us ſtill rodreame or imagine, that here are 
60 Innovxtions at alk brought in either of DoRrine, or Eccleſiaſti< 
call Government,. and all becauſe the King hath ſo frequently, ſo 
folemoly before Gel, and Angels and Men , proteſted to the 
contrary £ Or,zthat the [nmovations concluded ww this Synod, are 
thertore no Innovations , becaule ratified and contirmed by the 
Kings Letters Patents,and by all the Rrength of Royall Authority, 
and becauſe commended by the King to be ſuch , as hes per- 
ſwaged wilbe very profjeable to the whole Church and Kingdome ? Or 
may we not rather thinke,or rather moſt certainly beleeve,tiuat 
(tor che iniquicies-of the Land ) oppreſſion in the moo foy ecuts- 
ons of thy. Miniſters , effuſirenot innocent bload of thy Servants, 

Profanation-of thy Sabbaths, and that by publicke diſpenſa- 
tion,.yeain a word, 2 Contempruous trampling of all Laws di- 
vane and- humane underteet; nay yet more, (more eſpecially, as 
the originall {ource and caule of all che reſt ) a damnable Apo- 
ſtcie trom the Goſpel , joyned with a'deſperate League with 
Rome,c00 palpable to be ſeenglo xs dnvchryſicelgio 151mbra- 
ced inſtead of thy True word and Golpell : for this, for theſe 


crying Gas, isit net laiyfull for us co chinke atleaſt, yea to be- 
keeve, thatrhou in thyjuſt judgement reſtrained and withheld 
from us the beaigne influence of the Kings heart , md haſttb 
Farve (for atime at leaſt, tor our humiliation) given him up to be 
Seduced by the Prelates and cheir Romiſh ta&ion ,. andto be 
guidedandled bytheir Councels, as refuſing to hearken- ro 
any.cue Infarmation of his moſt loving and' loyall _—_ 


whereot 


dnainft the Bizheys C 4a nows, 
(whereof we have had of lare lametiadle'experience ) he wilt 
rather hazard all his Kingdomes,then either diſpleafe rhetn;or 
diſobey their Councels 7 Bur yer,0 Lord,ſecing thy judgements 


ive 11n e , and tby wazes paſt fading out , we will not take 
ppon us$to) om Ip ar! Com only thou haſt ſayd, you 
know rbery fruits. - 
But Leyd,the King ſaith, He dovb thmys, by by Premegative 
and Supreme Authority in Cauſes Eccleſinſtical. Holy and 
Righteous Lord , haſt thaw gen ro any mortal} Cyeature, to 
any Kings on Earth, any fuch Preregative Rojall, any fuch Su- 
ne Awtberityover thy Church , as ro alrer Rehgion ar his 
ure, or to confirme the alteration of rhe tre Religion for 
others uce , to tnake voyd by Edifis or Drclaranons the 
Savi me: of thy word , thy boly Commandemenrs , thiwe 
ternal Law,or to fitin thy Thrae,over the Sewte) and Conſermees 
of thy People, captivating and opprefſing them under the bur- 
thens of bumane 1wvent50n.4, and Superftirious Crreranies © Nay, 


Y 
haſt thou not expreſly ® forbidden thy Pevple to ſubjeR their 
necks under any fock yoake , as being a denyall of thee our A... ru #9 
King-and of our Redemption by thy precicw bleed * Such ufurpa- 0111.7 


tions therfore of men , we doe , ( 6 onely Soveraigne of 


ſeutes)even before Argels and men urrerly renounce. 4© Lord , go Gu. 


our God, othey Lords 3 thee have kad domaion over m : butby 
thee onely will we make mention of thy Name. And, Lord, be thou 
our j e between us and our — inthis thing,and give 
thy People holy courage and Fealeto uſe all lawfull meanes for 
the upholding of this chy Sole Soveraigmy over our poor 
Soules and Conſevences , againſt all Antichrittian uſurpations rs 


che contrary. 
_ wm of DA _ King = pow that he hath called, an# 

| ee leave ts thu Synod to treat ee certarme othey 
R_ nece[]ary for the edvencement of Gow MG, the rdifying of 
by bely Church , and the due reverence of bu __— eries and Sa- 
craments ( yore -_ taken \-— 4. AR for Confor. 
tnity in n Elizabeth; Raigne.) If it clearly appeare b 
> a _ followien , Ak the things aded ed 
the ſaid Synod , be neither for the adyancement ot Gods glory, 
nor the edifying of his Churchznor the due reverence of 3, 
holy Myſertes and S:<raments , but quite contrary : then, 
how the Kings p_—_ extends to the confirmation of thoſe 
things therein ſo conc] 


» do thou, © Lord, 1m of 
Jn che next place, we preſent ons Conplame be: 


thee, & 


Y Speech at 
+201 itchally 
T6 09s, 


ENGLANDS Complaint to JE $US Cnntsr, 


Lrd, roucaing the myſt materiall Canons concluded by the 
taid Synod, and confirmed by the King. | 


The firſt s : Conceming the Regall power. | 


Ws... Summe of which Canou or Conſ?itutien 15, firſt, that, all 
110je2s doe acknowledge aid profeſſe the Laifull Arithority of ore 
99veratine Lord the King ys independent : and lecondty,eo yeeld h:1s 
7: Manns of neceſſary du-"Suppert , it being the duty of the Subyet!s 
- Sup W; m2 Kang”: as ith part of the King 'y office to ſupport hr 
uojeits in the prop-ity .nA Freedoime of their Eſtates, T hurdly\ that 


For ary to JoB uf Þ ariy md-pen lent coattive power, either Papall,or Popu- 


/arydi rett'y, Jr ndircQ] y,#4 torundermme the Rega!! office, and crannma. 
i) to 0%crebrow the Sacred Ordinance of God , and {1 it 1s treaſonabie 
amſt God, a well os a3ainst ths Kg. Fourt hl, that tor Sb etts 
*o beare armes ag ainj} their Kings offenſive or defenifive, upon any pre= 
Fence whatſceve! 1. to reſiſt Herowpers ordained if God: Fittly, that all 
M|ters ace Tead thy Declaration of Royall power to their People 
yearely. . . & SW g 
Now,$ Lord,for the firſt, what SubjeAs of the Land do nor 
ac knowledge and profeſie the law full Authority of owr Soverargne Lord, 
the King * igawfu!l, as he is our King by divine ordmancey and as 
he governcth us his People according to the Law of God, and 
the good Laws cf the Kirgdome, maiotaning the Rights and: Liters 
ties of his free borne Snyj cs according to the ſaid Laws, which 
every King of is Realme at his Coronation doth folemuly, 
iweare and covenant with his People to oblerve , and they 
thereupon to obey him accordingly , yea and which our King 
that now is, hath winder his hand un the Petition of Right further 
contirmed. And as for Ind:pendent, we achtwledge his Soverengne 
ty ſuch inreſpeR of any Forraigne Power, or Potentate : bur nat 
andependent u1 recipe of God , whole Deputy he 15 : nor mde- 
pendent ,or abſolute, as all Tyrannical! States, as thar ot the Turke; 
jecing the Kingdome of England is tempered , ſeaſoned , and 
conditioned with good Laws, which arc the ordinarycules of 
good and juſt Government of the Subjects, the due execution 
whereof 1n the adminiſtration of the Kingdome is an eſſential} 
part ot the K:ngly rffice, which cannot be ſeperated one from 
the other, T'o thus purpoſe King Iames in one of #15 * Speeches 
1n Parl;ament expreſly diltiogurſherth between an abſolute Mo: 
narchie, not bor:nded with Lau's, but depending onely on the will 
ot tne Prince; and the King _ w':0 ( farth he) doth by 


Þ.i6} 0s copcnant » aid that by Oath , enter upon the Kyngdeme to 
- * --Loverne 


a ms #2 


& 


arainſt tha Biilops CANNONS, 
Ever it acc rams to the Laws thereof : which if he ceale t2 dey 
he 1 permuired, and Jafett 85 be a Ring and 0:0 enerates 011t0 4 Uyrane 
ad tha whaſ-ever counſ.'s lumto tht come, thyy are Vipers and 
elts, Bit chou, 6 Lozd knowelt, what tne mind of thete mea 
(© 11 Cali! g the Kings power Tzuderendent ; which we leave 0 
judgement, 

For the Second, we all,the Kings true Cubjets are read', to 
veeld eur Km all mannver of x2 efi-rry due Juppar? » 4+ GUY 4itty 15, 
Fit nov for thus due ſp, ort, WINAE At 1SzO! [14-VVY ENUG h,or hows 
or when we are to 21ye ut, the ordinary wav of 1t 18 (4CCcorett'y 
ro the ancient Laws and Government of the Realme, by Pui- 
Lament , and not by ans endeperacrt or unlimncd will of te 
Prance ; as 15 contirmed ailo in the Perrtion of Reghe, And it15 
here acknowledged in the Canon, that zi apare of the Kyvg) 
Cff.e to ſupport by Subjctts m the property ard free:'ome of ti cur 
e/tatcs : now the property and freedome of the Subjects Eſtates 15 
t115,to poſſefſe every man his peculiar goods not as Slaves, to 
be 26 the Princes command , when ne will call, as it 1s 1n the 
ſurkssl Tyranny : but as tree men , foas the Prince hath no 
propriety 1n their goods, tO challenge an» part chercot, bevoud 
ther owne voluntary and tree gitt , and that by the uſual} vv ay 
ot Parhtament. And our Liberties and ] aws, under the whiuc ty 
weare borne, are our birthright, which we may nor be to bale, 
a-gwith Eſa, to fol] away fora Song. And Icaſt of all are we 
to veeld to any 11legall exattions, when we {ce that our veelde 
ng therem 15 a betraying of our Religion, Laws and Liberties, 
2:4 tends to the maintaining of an abloJute T vranny over om 
ſoules, 1d bodzes, and goods. Or it the Regal power be an ablolme 
Menar:hre over the People , to command their bodics and 
2004s ar the plcalure of the Prince , this cannot be, but by a 
muruall confent and covenant between the Prince and People, 
tat they will be his vaſſals upon ſuch conditions ; as anwrg 
tne 1 urks. P,vtnever any fuch covenant was vet agreed npon 
berween the King and people of Engl:md, never fince the Con+ 
queſt, The Corquerour and his line did indeed for a time 
Oppre fic che Englith with {ſtrong hand,and by the clubbc Law 
ct Conquelt, but they were at leng: h weary of it, as feareinsg 
tne dangerous ilues of Tyranny whch commonly is not long 
ved ) and ſo made a Covenant with the People , and good 
Laws with their conſent,and Charters tor their Liberties, which 
they ſhould injoy. And therfore if the King (as ze #5 4 part of hi 
Kinigly «ice ) fhall bur ſupport by Subj ett in the property and free- 
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ExXGLANÞDs Conflant to JtSus Cunist, 


ons. of their Eſtates : let him but call a Parliament, and veeld t6 
the redrefling of their heavy grievances , and he ſhall tind us 
his People moſt ready to yeeld bim all manner of neceſſary due 
Support; yea abundant, more then neceſſary, 

Bur yer one thirg more we require ſhould be meant by the 
Rangs Supporting of l>zs $ ub; 6ts in the property and freedome of theiy 
t*/tatces, Forthe maine and prime property and freedome of our 
F(lates, is our Religion, wherein we acknowledge no King over 
our ſeales,Þut thee alone,o Lord. And it is the duty of all Kings 
(a5 thou requneit) to maintaine the true Religion, which 1s not 
to be regulated 1CCOrutg to mens fancies , but according to 
ei1\, word oncly, And jor the better maintaining, guarding,and 

ccuiing of unr Relrgron, have wenor need tolooke caretully to 
our Liberts's ard Laws, when through the open breach ot them 
a maine imo. is made into our R-/zgron, {0 as our yeelding to 
pay Iefutzens contrary to the Laws of our Countiey , hath 
ttre:grhencd theſe enemies of thy Truth and Relygion ro bring 
racir wicked plots wo paſlezto the enflaving of both bodies,ſoule; 
and o/tates under ciieu Tyrannicalyoake,and that without all hop £ 
orremedies For then, no Parliaments, ar:d fo no grievances, u0 
z0ules cedrefſed , andio we lett in a deſperate caſe , and the 
Wrole Land expolicd to milery and ruine, 


Yer Neverthzleſſe, SubjeAs have not onely poſſeſſion of & Cc. 


Ag»inc, what aſſurance of erwe and juſt right, tutle and property 
20,and in all cheir goods and eſtates can this theur Canon, as ut were 
by C.m:n-Law,make unto the Subjetts of England,when all their 
practiies both in the Eccleſiaſticall and Crvrll Government are ſuch, 
tuch the courles of their Courts ' whether Eccleſiaſtical, or mixt, 
as conſiſting ot Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Judges together, but ftull 
where the Eccleſtaſticall beare the maine Sway , even there, 
where they be teweltin — ſuch thcir uſurped, illegall, 
extravagant power , ſuch terrible Precedents filed up 1 thelr 
Courts, which ſtand for Laws and ruled Caſes, tor all that come 
after; and the like : as no Subjett in the Kingdome can ſecure 
himſelfe, that any one thing, or all that he poſſeſſeth, are hus 
owne © For the velit and ſureſt Tenure , by which every tree- 
borne Subject holds che right and propriety of his goods,1is the 
Law of the Land, Bur let the Subje&t be brought into one of 
their Eccl:ſaaſticall Courts as atoreſaid (whether inco their High- 
Commiſſion , or other Courts where the Arch-prelates ſit party 


Judges) and be his caule never ſo jwuſt,ueyor lo —— ſo 
c ares 


—_— — —_— as. i. es... GE 


me. $e pa Fs ; 


a2ainſt the Bicheops CANOXS. 
cleare, as againit ivhich no Law of the Land doth lye, vet,fi7 
of all in thole Courts he cannot have any benetic of the Law 
2t all, and conſequently, where thole Eccleſirſticall judges let 
their Fangs, they v.1ll ceare a man our of all his eſtx:e, yea out 
of his Skin, and pull his flefh trom his back, and breake him 
and his all in pieces, $9 Sat thoſe Boards, where theſe harpics 
fit, againſt whomloever complaints are ſeryvedin » being tuch 
eſpecially as whet the Eccleliaſticall reech againit chem, how 
quickly ſhall they and their whole eſtates be ſwallowed up as 
ir were at one mortell? And to the end,that the Cavil State may 
be fubſervient to the Ecclyiaſticke, thele Eccleftalicks have their 
care inevery boate, and theuw hager in every pye, where any thing 
may be pluckt from che Subject, by hooke , or by crooke, thar 


_ ſe, as their Eccleſiiſtich Government, is Tyrannical, io they may 


advance the Ciwil to hold correſpondence with it : $0 25 20W 
the whole Government taken together , is reduced to certame 
Tables , even 2s all Religion 15 ſerved up upon a Court-Cubord at 
the end of the Charcel,wherof anone, And (as is noted betores 
which leaſtit be torgotten,we mention 3g4ine) whatever Cone 
cluſtons or Orders are made at thoſe Tables,or Boards, ( be they 
never {o foule and shamefull) they are tixcd and filed up for per- 
pe:uall Laws in all ſuch caſes for time to come; veaand when 
they pleaſe z where they want a Precedent for tome extraordi- 
nary teat to be done , they can witha wet finger make a new 
Law torit. Hereot if we take but a tew inſtancesic will eaſily 
appeare wit truth there 1s 1n the words of this Canon, which 
leem to give to the Subje& what ever 122he and title, and true 
property ot eſtate doth or can belong unto them. For, ti:it, we 
have late Precedents to ſhew, that no Freeman of London, after 
he hach ſerved his yeares,and ſet up his Tradezcan be ſure long 
t010joy the Liberty of his Trade , bur either he is forbidden 
longer to ule it,or 15 forced at length with che reſt of his trade 
to purchale it as a Monopolie at a deare rate , which they and 
all che Kingdome pay for. Wirneſſe the Sope-bulinefſe. A- 
gaine , no Doctor and pratlitioner in Phyſicke is ſure to bold his 
Prof ſion, whereby he and his ſhould live,when once he comes 
itohe High Commufſim. Witneſſe Dr. Baſtwicks cale. Itemyno 
Miwiſter1s ture to hold his free-hold,his Benefice(which is by 
Law his freebo!d)it once he be quarrelled in the High Commſſion, 
a0rin other interwur Eccleſyaſticall Courts. Wunefle mani- 
old Precedents in the Land. Item, none can be ſure that his 
gods are hus owne, when all, and more then all aretaken from 
B 2 him 
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kim at one Cenſure, and that at the will and pleaſure of the 
Board,without any, and againſt all Law. Witneſſe many Prece- 
dents. Item, a free-borne Subjett cannot be lure of hoiding this 
Is barthrighe, when once he 15 brought ro on? of theſe Boards, 
and cenſured tobe 2 perpetuall Capuve to lve in perpetual, yea 
and cloſJe praſon, vea and tat in exi/eto0, Wartnelle thoſe Three 
Remarkable M.n. Itemnone cai be ture that the very limbs of 
Itty body,wluici God and Nature give ulto him, are his OWne, 
when once he hah patſed through the Cenſare of one of thele 
Boards. Wrtnefie thote Three alurefatd. It:m, J] he molt inno. 
C2:1t \v1an is not lure of holding his progrecty in his moſt righ:e= 
1 cariſe , and in his molt uprighe Conltcience , when once he 
comes to be ceniured by one ot theſe Brards , which will zake 
away the righteouſneſs: of the righteous from h;m , and would force 
bum (1945 much 511 them lyes) to tortiveare his own 82m 
cncie, and to betray his owne Righteous Caule, or els he ſhall 
{mar toric. Wuneſſe Mr Henry Burton , one ot the toreſaid 
three. Item,none can be ſure ot his ri2bt and ritie, propreetyand 
in:creſt, which the Divine Law, and Sacred Ordinance ot Grd 
hach given a man in his own Wite but that one of theſe Reards 
{hall to cenſure him, as by vertue thereof, being confined to 
perpetual! cloſſe priſon , his Wite ſhalbe a"; ny" leperated 
jrom him , t6 as1t ſhe ſhall dare to hazzatrd her lite in a fare 
journcy by Sea {which She would doe) to have but a fight ot 
her Husbands face , ſhe muſt be ſent Priſoner backe againe, 
Waitnefle the caſe both of Dr Baſtwicke , and Mr Burton atorc- 
fd. Many more inſtances might be bruught. But theſe Sum= 
med up together , let any Engliſh Subjett now reſolve , what 
aſſurance oi true and juſt right, title and property to, and wm all their 
goods and eſtates, or 11 any of the particular initances foreſpect- 
tied, this falſe and wicked Canon can give him 9 Lethim be but 
brought betore one ot thele Boards, and he ſhalbe itripr of all, 
They will pretend this,and that ; I wor not what jhemnenus crime, 
(as matter of Sedition ) as they did againlt thoſe three atorelaid, 
when they could nor prove any ſuch thing. And Mr Burtons 
Caſe 19 particular,being a Mmiſter,was lo cleare ( his detenfive 
Anlwere being orderly admitted in Court, and betore the day 
of h<aring , by the Cuurts order expunged by two of the 
Judges ot chat Courc as Impertinent and Scandalous ) as they 
could object nothing againlt him art che Ceature, but proceed 
againſt hum Pro Confeſſo,all his fault being his refuſal to anſwere 
the lnterrogatories, which it he had done, he had becrayed lus 

Caules 
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Cauſe , and layd both it and himlelte open to the juſt laſh of 
the Court, by afſenting to the condemnation of his mnecent 
Cauſe,before it was heard, Which one Example well weigh- 
ed,what Cauſe ſo mnocent, fo juſt, can look to eſcape Scot free * 
But thus we ſee ,0 Lord, and thou better leeſt, what rruththeſe 
Canonifts have in them , whole words pretend a! right to the 
Subj e&, and whole deeds goe practiſe the bringing ot all mens 
foules, bodies, aad eſtates under the yoake of an univerſall Tyran- 
by. Toproceed, | 

For the third ( the ſerting np of an independent coafRtive porw'r 
Papal!,or popu ar, which rmndernanes ' they "Y } the Reyall Office, and 
crummy ove rthrows the Sacred Ordmance of God' this being meane 
of che State of Religion : 1 1t be Papall.1c 15 altogether wlarrfull, 
as being Anticn4/14m : DUt being accurding tw thy word, every 
Chriſtan State is bouud to Ietit up , aud mantaine it, and no 
Ciniſti:m King ought to under,or oppole u But as for all Pre. 
latt all Government and Iznfſdittron, it 1s meetly Papall, and Anti- 
61:jttan ; thowugh not in the firit degiee , rhe Pope ulurping an 
un:veriall poiver overall the Churches 11 the world) yeuna 
fecond , Every Prelate in his Dizceſe exerciſing a Papal! power, 
and fo doth crunmning!y undermine the Royall Office, and werthrow 
Gods Sacred Ordinance , who hath givena power and charge to 
Kings to ſuppreſle all fuch Eccleftaſiscall Tyranny over the ſcules 
of hs people. And whereas they lay, the Koyall Office , 15 the 
Sacred Ordinance of God : we all acknowledge 1t ; aud that this 
Ordinance of God comprehends iv it not onely the #ſ{itut:on of 
the Su pertority of Kings over their people, bur their Speciall office 
of Government, as 1t 15 limited and eit2blifth: d Upon thole Law's 
and Covenants , and Condzt1ens agreed upon berv'cen the Prince 
and People : Theſe are a Speciall part of thy Drome Ordinance, 
that Kmgs ſhould governe by a Laiv ( as Devt. 17. 18, 19,29. 
Pro. 31.5, ) andthat they ſhould 1iaviolably keep thoſe Oathes 
and Covenants, that they have folemnly made with their people. 
And therefore, they which perlwade Kings , that they areno 
way bounc, but have liberty to rule as they liſt, by an mdepen= 
dent Prerogatrve, thele are they, that are eravrors, both to God, 
and to the Keg, and to the Realme, and to the peace, and proſpe= 
rity thereof. 

For the Fourth , For Subjefts not to beare Armes againſt their 
King offenſive, or defenſive, upon any preterce what (vever, as berg 4 
reſijting of the Powers Nr. {amed of God : Furſt, we hold, chat no 
private perſon ought to take up <rmes againſt his Pruce ; but 

Secondly; 
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Secondly, if a King maintaine a Faction about him, which goe 
sbour to opprelſc his whole Kingdome, and People in their Laws 
and Libertz.5, ard moſt of allin the true Religion, fo as he will 
not rule them by the good Laws of the Kindome, bur iceks to 
make all his Subjets,$/av-s;by bringing their ſoles, Bodies £ſlates 
uer a miſerable bondage : 1s it aot now high time tor the 
whole Stare cither to labour to heale the breach, or it neceſſity 
(when there is no other reinedy) to ſtand 1p as one man to Uce 
tend themſelves and their Countrey, untill the Faction ſhalbe 
utterly caſhercd, and ſ» the King retorme himſelfe, and renew 
the Copemmit and Condaticns of the Kingdome io the gocd and 
juit Satisfaction of the People. And wheras ti:t5 point trench» 
eth upcnrl.c Scots, at this time, what doe they {tand upon, but 
inthe ti; ſt place, 20 free eheir Religaun from Antichriſts.08 uſtinpatte 
on, and t/oirgord Laws and Libernes from a wiolent vi0/ation , and 
forcible moaſin 4 And whena whole Nation thus umverlally 
and unanimouſly Rtends up in {ach a quarrel, it cannot but be 
aicribed to thy over wing and righteous hand, that thereby 
thou * mightclt both detend thy peoples rig/ts, and pref, rye the 
State of the Kingdome to the King tumielte and his Polternty, 
vw hich oth: wile by oppreſſion and 1yrarny would be brought to 
conjuſun, 

And for the Fift and laſt , chat all Miniſters doe declare thy 
Conſiuutin of the power of Kings,to the pecjle, yearely : Ought not 
Muulters to confider, that they are allo members of the Com- 
mon-wealth , and live under tbe Law thereof 9 Ard _ 
Subjects, ought they not to teach rhe people, that they love an 
honour the hing,and chearctully pay all tuch taxeS,as by Law 
ae due unto him,toraſmuch as we all live under a Laws And 
enthe other fide , ought not all Court-p1cachers to tell the 
King oft his Rovall Otkce, that he be carctulltro governe his 
Pcopie according to his Laws, and to maintaine the true Reli- 
gion avd Fanh of Chriſt, and to root out all Idotatry, Superſtition, 
Her:ſie, and falſe Deftwmes out of his Kingdomes, and the like 9 


Crtherwite, Miauſters might teach the peopl: to be Slaves, ro, — 


«bandon their Frecholds, and to betray themſelves and Poſtes 
r1:y to utter rune, And therelore in this Caſe , 1t Miniſters 
preach not uprightly and fawhfuily berween King and People, 
they will prove Traytors tothe Sraze, whence they draw their 
beet;g and breath, life, and lvelyhood, and T raytors allo to Ged, 
ad wo the ſalvation t the peoples ſoulrs y in going about to per 
tyade the peop!e ro projtitute themlelyes as Slaves to an Anti- 

chriſtian 
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chreſ1;,nand Lawleſſe Government. And this, 6 Lord, we cen- 
ceive of this firſt Conſ?1tution, lo farre as weare able to appre= 
hend ; commuting the whole judgement thereot to thy uner- 
110g wildome, 


T he Second 1s, For the better keeping holy the day of #5 
Majeſtzes moſt happy Inauguration, 


Ah, Lord; can this be co the honour of our King, whenthe 
annuall memory of his 1nauguration is faine to be forced 2 
What Canon or Conſtitution 1s tor the continuation of the joyful 
men.ory of Queen E'tzabeth of ever bleſſed memory , which yer 
to this day ceaſeth not Bur © that our King would conſider 
that word of thine, * Thoſe that honour me, [ will hen«ttr, and they , 
that d ſpiſe me, thi. ed fpifed ! Hath the King diſhonoured t.v 
Sacrea a&y WER Giving v3in Wipentation for prefiane Sports : ard 
1s /tamarvail thu: hits own day 15 aeglected e O this hypoorirtcal 
$;nod, vv hich thould in the tirſt place have made a Con{{rrncion, 
or a pe21tzon tothe King, torche calling 11 of ſuch protune Eaitts : 
ard then they mignt have ſpared this Canon torthe Kings day. 
Nozno it theſe things be not retormed , a # blacks day is haſte= + Tee/.x, x T 
ning on a pace ; as thou, 0 Lord, haſt threarned in thy word for & 2.2. 
ſuch Sinaes. And with thee there is no reſpect of perſons. 

+ King lebyjachim lived without being defired , and had the 

luralief an Afﬀſe ; and it was written upon him , write tha man + Ter. 22,18, 
chuldlej/e , A man th.t :h:ll not preſper in the Earth, nor should be 19.30. 
lamented, being dead; nor »hould any of a. Seed preſp:r after hw. Oo 

how terrible art thou, © Lord , tu proud and obſtznate Sinners, 

when nut Kings Crowns and Scepters can {ecure or defend them 

from thy juſt hand 9 And how fearefult a judgement 15 that) 

when thou $ powreſt contempt upenPrences,and weakeneſt the power g 1, 12. 23] 
of the mighty ? 


he Third Canon is : For ſuppreſſing of the growth sf Popery. 

) Lord,doſt thou nor ſee in this whole longCanon the naked 
Ly;qrifie of this Synod, clothing it ſelfe with many faire figleaves 
of pious pretences ( torſvoth ) for the ſuppreſſing of Popery ? Yea 
Lord,their /:ypocriſce 1s ſo palpable herein, that all the world ſees 
that this Corſtieution was purpolely made to blind the eyes of 
the ſimple in theſe ſtirring tunes, wherin they lee their Popiſh 
practiſes to grow into ſuch hatred a1:d deteſtation with all the 

\ Kings good Jubjets, What other, bur thele practiſes, have 
\ begathe coales that have kundled the fire in our neighbour 
7 Countrey, 


\/ 
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Countrey, and are like alſo to ſet our own houſes on fire? And 
how comes all this hot Feale for ſuppreſſing of Popery thus all on 
a luddaine w flame torth, which betore lay dead, raked up in 
tie cold athes © How comes the great Preſident of this Synod 
1124S 0 TOR tae Papiſts, of whom (sf ſimple) he told us not 
Long lnce in his late Booke, that th'y were ſate ſor their Sylvats n 
arwng ay ſort of men, 14. ing and dymg in ther Religion : and with 
whom u leftates or Priefts,ne hath tuch familiar acquaintance * 
SO as 21 this 15 but a Aath in the Straw, ſoon in.foon out. And 
that 1215 a INECTe Packe ot hypeeriſie , the whole Canon proveth, 
For tirlt,formerly,all Nzmſters in their {everall Pariſhes might, 
and by a Canon Were 1joyned £0 conferre with their mbabitanes 
R-cuſants :- but now 1t 15 TEduced to every teverall Biſhop in 
his Dioceic to doe 1t alon2 att his leaſure will ferve him( which 
is well put 1n,0rro choole two Minilters to doe it,he appuint- 
ing them both te ard place, 'T hus the growth of Popery 15 like 
to be lore ſuppreſſed, and that ſuddainly , when the Papiſts are 
grown lo mans aud te meares toreclume them fo tew, and 
{01lowliv going torwarl. But all are deeply charged with this 
Carc, as Mzrijters, Chuich-wardens, who have been ſo mocke 


tor their Of:cioviielte this way , that thev are weary of their 


Otzice. But 1t this Sacred $ynod{as 1n this Canon it Ryles it lelfe) 
meaze really indeed, as they tairely pretend, why doe they not 
forthwith rid away all the Jeſuztes, Prieſts , Friers about the 
Court © Is it to any purpole to weed up here and there a tare, 
where the Seeaſmen arc 11 ſuch abundance ſuffered to ſowinthe 
moſt pregnazt fields and frrutfulleſt places of the Lands Or ſhall 
we think thele hypecrates meane, as they ſay, when pretending 
to ſuppreſſe Popery , they practite the ſuppreſſing of Gods word, 
which had it a tree courle 1t would root up more Popiſh planes 
with one tound Sermon, then a!l the Biſhops and their | ng 
leis by their provate conferenc? in a whole yeare £ Or if they 
intended this fertouſly , why d:d they not begin at the Court, 
2nd at the Queens Chappell 9 Doth not all che world know, 
th:t She1s.2 Pap:tt, and by the meanes of her example, Chap 
els, Priefts, Friers, are not many thouſands both 11 Court and 
City,and other places,brought into that Snare? Andio as this 
Sacred Synod ſhould either have takena right and round courſe 
indece. fiilt in reforming the Court, or els nor to have meddled 
with this atall , as whereby they make themſelves ridiculous 
both wo Proteſtants , and Papsſts themſelves : or at Jealt chey 


{hould nor have charged theu Con lo deep with powder only 
to 
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co make the greater r2pert (but without ſhot in ſo hotly aſſaults 
ing the Tower of Babel : becaule in fo doing , it mav make the 
world beleeve,thar(contrary to the Defrene of Canterbury there 
i580 Salv:tion tor Pariſts out of the Chiirch of England ; and then 
et all Court Papiſislookto it; and withall , the Preſedent mult 
retract a great part of his Relation , which he hath written 1n 
favour ot Papiſts, eſpecially 1t lilly and ignorant, to whom he 
grants Salvarron 1n their R-1gion : he mult alto retrat his Say- 
ws » that the Church of Engl md and of Rome are one and the ſame 
Church, and hold one Faith and Religuon undifferent : he mult allo 
react that, wherein he aſſenreth with hus Jeſrute z * that none 
o:ight te come to the Englizh Church, then and there in that manner to 
wership God, that ureſoived of the truth of the RomanChurch;or :o the 
like effect:and the Relator himfelt holds the truth of the Roman 
Church, tor he afhrmeth it to be a true Church, With many 0+ 
ther new leaves which he muſt turne over, upon this ſuddaine 
motion of ſuppreſſing the growth of Popery; which it cordiall, they 
ſhould firit have rid all Churches from Images, Cru:ifixes , 
Creſies, Altars, and the like, leaſt in bringing Papiſts to Church, 
they ſhould but change their Latine Popery 1nto English Popery, 
And now, 6 Lord, we beſeech thee to judge of the hypocriſie of 
this ſelte-ſtyled Sacred Symod, which under a pretence of ſup- 
preſſing the growth of Popery, doe indeed ſupplant the ern? Faith 
and Kebgion amongſt us , that ſo inſtead thereof they may at 
length, as faſt as they can, ſet Idolatryup in her throne, arid full 
ruffe. For befides all this, that is ſaid, have they nor ſer ouc 
many notorious Poprsh Books , as that called the Femall Glory, 
which makes the blefied Virgm to be a Geddeſſe to be adored, and 
called upon, or prayed unto, the whole Booke be1ng a very packe of 
Idolatry throughout,and ſet out in Engliſh, and allowed by one 
of the Prime Prelates Chapleins* So allo a Booke of one Shelford 
Pneſt, whoſe 5 Treatiſes are notorious groſle popery; with many 
other of the ſame branne, or meale, which have been publiſhed 
by Authority, and never any of them yet called in. And ſome 
that have been ealled in,as Cozens Oriſons, and Sau by Devotions, 
and others, yet go currant up and downzand are in every Papiſts 
pocket. Now it theſe, holy men of this Sacred Synod had inten- 
ded indeed to ſuppreſſe the growth of Popery , they ſhould have 
cauſed heaps of bonefires to be made ut the Bookes in Smithfield. 
But in all things touching this point , how ridiculouſly and 
palpably they Gove diſcovered their hypocrifie, eſpecially the 


Preſident and Father of the —_ thou, 0 Lord, judge. 


The 
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The Fourth Canon is, Againſt Socinianiſme. 


Bchold here, Lord, another deviſe, to ſet ſimples a wonde- 
ring, whatthis Montter, Soctzzaniſme ſhould be, which moſt 
mcn in Engl,mdneyer fo much as once heard named betore;and 
which England 1 hope) 1s free enough from, unlefle a certaine 
neighbour colt , Wilich they call Arminianmſme doe not hale it 
1n, as 1t hath done many other Herefizs, For as for the Remons 
ſtrants,or Aimmnians » they protefle ſociety and communion with 
the Socmans rather then wita the Orthodox Proteſtants , whom 
they call Ca/vmmſts. Yeaand 1n ſundry of their Hereftes they 
border neare upon them , as maintaining Iuſtification by works, 
and that we are not bound to beleeve that we shall riſe againe with 
theſe our bodies glonfied,and the like. So as doth not the Synod mi- 
ftake the name ? Should they not have faid , againſt Arminia- 
niſme © Or perhaps they name the Damnable ard Curſed Hereſie 
ef Socimaniſme , both becauſe they would make the people be- 
leeve 1t 15 that , which hath ſo much been cryed downe by 
Preachers under the Name of Arminianiſme , and yet they will 
ſave Arminianiſme harmeleſſe,to which they have been ſo much 
beholden : and alſo becauſe Arminianiſoe doth in many things 
Symboliz e with Socinzanifme , under which it may the more 
eaſily lye hid. But for Arminianiſme ſake, the Preſident hath,in 
a Declaration 1n the Kings Name betore the 39 Articles made the 
Articles touching Grace, EleFion, Predeſtination, &c. to ſpcake 
aſwell in favour of it, as of the gruth ir ſelfe, Or mak they 
prevent the contagion of Secinianiſme , as alſo of Arminianiſme © 
Call in thoſe Orders , which reſtraine young ſludents in the 
Vniverſute tor reading our Proteſtv1t Authors, 


The Fifth Canon : Againſt Seftaries, 

In this Canon they name Seperaziſts , whom eſpecially they 
meanezas indeavouring (as they ſay the ſubverſion of the Dottrins 
and Diſciplme-of the Church of England : on thele they lay load in 
good earneſt indeed, and on all thoſe, chat ſhall prove or publish 
Bookes eipecially againſt che Diſcipline and Government of the 
Church of England. This is indeed their fgire Goddeſſe Diana, of 
which chele Craftsmen, who pet their great Incomes by her, arc 
ſo jealous , and doe (o furiouſly - wk againſt che oppoſites. 


And ſurely,6 Lordzif thou doſt noe at this time helpe,chy poore 
people, who cannoe with a good Conſcience (if but righely intor- 
ped ) bold communion with theſe men in their Diſcspline od 
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againſt the Bicheps CAN ONS, 


under their Government, mult necds goe zo wrack?, and be utu 
terlv fpovled chevy and theirs, 


1 nc Sixt Caran : An Oxthigomn'd for the preventing of al 
Innovations m Doctrine ana Government, 

Ah Lord, here is the filling up of che meaſirye of all inquitys 
ol hypocrifte, of all cruelty and gyranny. When tev have brought 
the1r ploes to pafſe, when eſtabliſhed and ſer/ed their Innovations 
toth i Dottrine and Government,then thete hypocrites come with 
m Oath mj ond for the preventing of all Innovations in Derine ara 
Government, 'T his tor the Title of the Canon. And that they 
may exale eheir hypocr:ſte ro the height , that is may appeare 20 
all men, chevy turther fav + Tha Preſont Synod being ſt on to de 
cl ire their ſincerity and Conſtancie in the profeſſion of the DoArine and 
Diſcipime alrealy eſtablished mm th? Chrch of Ennland, and to ſecure 
all nen agamſt any ſtiſpicion of r:volt to Popery , or any other Superſtt« 
tio) Decrees, 8c. Now, Lord, can the hypeerifie of Rome it ſelte 
1n chat Myſtery of Iniquity, packed up in the Councel of Trent, 
fur paſſe this notorious bypoeriſte of our Engluh Prelates 1n 15 
their $2245 Thevaile ot their foule hypocrifte is che prezence 
of Sincerity, a8d Conſtancie in the profe Jim of the Dudtrme and Diſ- 
ciplene already ejtablithed : they have now already eſt.;b/rshed 3 new 
Detrene ard Diſcipline in the Church of England, and fo they are 
deſygous to declare their Sincerity and Conſtancie in the proteſi » 
on of the ſame. O holy Lord, who is ableto deale with theſe 
impious hypocrites, bu thy ſelfe alone ? And now that they have 
3trained their ends in zgood meaſure (for they do not meane t0 
itay here , zill chey have finiſhed che Tower of Babel co its tuil 
hetzhe, by degrees, after a while ) they doe this zo ſecure all mens 
againſt any Suſpicion of revo't to Popery , or any other Superſtition, 
tor when the Revolt zo Popery and the Superſtitions thereof , is 
now ina good meaſure already made , then would ehey have 
all men to Le ſecure againſt any revole to Popery. Bue, what need 
men to feare, when the danger is already paſt, and witn our re- 
medie 4 They have ſet up their Altars; they genely increat ado- 
ration thereunro , and thae by the ſame arguments chat Papiſts 
uſe eo colour over ſuch Idolatry, till they have learne.: in fuller 
termes to expreſſe themſelves with a We mill and Command ; 
they have fee up cheir Images, and Crucifixes in Chappels and Ca+ 
thedralſs, and that over the Altar ; for all other Churches to con+ 
forme hereunto, they have publiſhed Bookes in E:g/14þ full of 
moſt groſſe Ronusb Idolatry and Superſition ; they have crycd 
C2 down 
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downthe due Santtifi:ation of the Chriſtian Sabbath-day , and 
have layd open the floadgrtes to all proſeneſſe to breake in, by 
publike d1{[penlation of profane Sports and Paſtimes , that ſo they 
make the Lords day the Devils holy day;and to make way for ſuch 
profanz Sports, they have univerlally forbid all preaching in the 
afternoones upon thy Holy Day; they have made thy holy Com- 
mand:ment tor the keeping and Santt:fying of thy Day of none 
effect, and that not onely by their profime prattsſes, but profeſ- 
ſedly by their Bockys publiſhed by Authority ; they have by 
Editts made the Aruacles of Re/zgion of the Church of England con= 
Y Relation of a cerning Grace to be of none authority : they have ſer forth 
Conrerence, by * Bockes, wherein they proteſſe that the Church of England, and 
W.1l of Canter. of Rome the whore of Babylon are one and the Same Church,profe(ſing 
burze, one and the ſame Faith and Religion; and goe about to Fatner the 
Antichriſtian Innisditt;on and Government of Prelates , upon the 
Divine Injiuutzon, and upon the prattile ot thy holy Apoſtles ; and 
doe crv down the Authority ot thy Sacred word, as an mſufficient 
witncſſe to prove 2t | ife the word of (50d, and as adead and dumbe 
juige andinſ"fficent to determine doubts and Controverſies in points 
of Faith , aad to doe [et up inns Authority above the Scripture; 
they have calt out all, or molt of thoſe godly and paintull Ms- 
nijters ofthy word, which were as ſo m ay hghts, and pillars in 
th: houſe of our God, becauſe they ſtood in the gappe, and in 
the way of theſe menzto hinder their wicked atteimprs in over- 
throwing of all true Religoon ; and if any good Mmiſters be yet 
letr, thac have eſcaped their fingers, here is a helliſh plot will 
hurcle chem all out at a clappe: theſe with many other their 
Innovations they having now. brought to paſſe,now,now would 
they have all mento be ſecure agamſt any revolt to Popery Now 
they declare their conſtancze and Simcerity in the Dottrine and Diſ- 
cipline eſtablished. 

And hereupon they proceed to their Synodicall Decree 
ſaying, © Thu preſent Synod decrees , that all Archinshops, and Bi- 
© 5þ9ps, anl all other Prieſts and Deacons in places exempt , or not 
* exempt , thall take an Oath againſt all Inn vations of Dottrine of 
&« Diſcipline. An4the Ouh #, 1, A. B. doe ſweare, that 1 doe ap 
« prov? th:Doftrine and Diſcipline, or Government eſtablished in the 
« Church of England, as containing all things neceſſary to Salvation : 
& And that I will wt indeavour by my ſelfe , or any other, direftly, or 
* zndirefty, to brin} in any Popith Dotrine, contrary to that which 1 
« ſo eſtablishet® : Nor will I ever give my aſſ-nt toalter the Govern« 
&« ment of this ChugreÞ, by Archbishops, Bizhops, Deanes, and Arch- 

- | <& deacon; 


a2 11ſt the Biehepr Cano 5s; 


« dexcons, &Cc.. cs it ſtands now eſtabli;hed, and as by right it erght to 
« (tand, nor yet ever to Subjett it to the ujurpation, and $ uperſtitions 
« of the Sea of Rome, &Cc. 

« And if any shall refuſe to take thi Oath , after the firſt moneth, 

« he shalbe ſuſpended from bu Mmniſtry : after the ſecond moneth, from 
« þy Mimſtry and Benefice : and after the third moneth, deprived of 
« all bis Eccleſtaſticall promotions whatſoever , and execution of hu 
« funftion which he holds in the Church of England. And ſo thu 
« Oath extends to all Graduates in Divi: y, Maſters of Graduates,or 
« licenſed prattitzoners in Law and Phyſicke, all Regiſters, Attuaries, 
« Prottors, Schoolmaſters, all that entcy into the Maimiſtry, or into 4 
« Benefice, &Cc. 

Thus Lord.it is not ſufficient for theſe men to alter both the 
DoArine , and Diſcipline of the Churc') of England (as atoretaid) 
and ro make the Duſ.iplane and Government of Prelates more Ane 
tichriſtian, then it was before , by adding a nexy claime of Ds. 
vine Authority to their Antichriſtian Iurtsdithon ,, blaſphemoully 
fachering it upon thee ; but they mult have all this Sealed 
wich an Oath of all ſuch Perfons,as atoreſaid,that ſo by ſo many 
conduit pipes, the whole Land may be poyloned, and at once 
univerſally enthralled under a molt miſerable bondage. And 
now ſub{cription (which were too much, and againſt all Law 
and Conſcience) is not ſufficient. For all Miſters, and others 
of any degree torementioned , mult ſiveare tothe ratitying of 
the diſanulling of the Articles of Religion, as atorcſaid 3 to the 
{etting up and yowing ro Altars, wih all the other Ceremonies 
and Innovations about them ; co the maintaining of an Antichri- 
ftian Tyranny exerciſed by the Prelates, under the name of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles : and fo in Summe, they muſt beceme Sworne 
vallals to cheſe Tyrants, and Sworne Enemies to thy Majeſty 
and Kgly Soverargnty , tothy word and Scepter , tot cir owne 
Salvation , and the Salvation of thy people , and ſo proclaime 
themſelves to all che world, the moſt baſe and vile Slaves, that 
ever the earth bred, Yea the moſt of them ( ſuch eſpecially as 
know any thing ; and this time of light admits of no plea for 
zgnorance n any man) muſt of neceſſity ( if at all they take this 
Oath) Sweare againſt their own Conſciences, and fo in no ſmall 
degree {in againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; whereby their Sin becomes 
unpardonable, when once their Conſcience is ſeared to impe» 
nitencie , and their felfe-damnation ſealed up to deſtruction, 
Belides all this,if they looke upon temporall reſpects, are they 
ſure the King of this Land will be alwayes ot the mind, to 
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MAnrain and continue ſuch an Hierarchie > Whatzit God ſhould 
be pleated in mercy to his Church , to open the eyes of the Kind, 
tw |ct him ſec how he and his State is abuſed by this Generazzon 
of Prelates,(o as to rootthem out 3 Againe, though the Office 
ol Rynps ve mmortall,yer their perſons are not ; another King may 
Iuccced that is of another mud. And aboveall this, we be- 
leeve, 6 Lord, that the intolerable outrages , and high flown 
Prej%4uptions of thele Prelates againit thee, and thy Church, and 
4gllnk the whole State of the Land , are moſt ceytame, cleare, 
all 1mmediare torerunners of their moſt fearefull ruine. And 
theretore, let thy fear?, 6 Lord, be upon all thy Miniſters and 
Pes/le oi the Land at this time, and lec thy grace be ſirfficient tor 
them, to arme them with a holy courage, xeale, magnanimity, un- 
dautyted conſtant reſolution to ſtand out 1n a Chrittian defiance 
aZ1tnlt this moſt damnable and deſperate Oath, leaſt the raking 
6t it bring certziae wrath upon the takers , as the making and 
1mpoling of it ſhall certainly bring __ the makers and mmpe- 


ſers of it,to their wtterdeſtrufin. But(alas!)6 Lord, have not thele 


Frelates already made way tor an univerſall admirtcance of this 
their Curſed Oath 9 For where is (carce one good Mimiſter lett, 
ot a true bred maſculine Spirit, whom theſe men have not rid 
out of the way ? And thole that be lett , are they not for the 
molt part ſuch as either preterre the fleshpots of Agype betore 
Canaan* Or luchzas have already detiled their Conflrences with 
abaling their Miſtry to the publick obeying of wicked Com- 
mands ot thele their great Maſters 9 as in the publick reading 
the Booke ef profane $ports on the Lords day : forbearing to preach un 
the Afrernvones : admitting of Altars im their Churches : and perhaps 
bowing unto them : not dang to preach freely the Dorines A 
eo the ſtrengthening of the faith of Gods people, and inflaming their love 
gowards God 2s the 17th Article fath) and to the confounding of 
the enemies of Gra@, and that curſed Faction , that now raign- 
eths So as Mwmiſters, having univeriaily defiled their Conſczences, 
and abaſed their Mins/try 1n thele things ( for ſuch as refuſed, 
gre already caſt out)- are already prepared and fitted to doe any 
other baſe ſervice,that theſe their Maſters ſhall command,their 
Conſcience þeing by this time made wide enough to ſwallow 
gowne this monitrous and damaable Oath, which could nor 
poſſibly have been forged in any other Shop,bur in hell ic ſelte, 
not by any other workmen , but by Devils themſelves inthe 
lkenefle of men. But, 0-Lord, thou who * onely art able to keep 


al thine from falling, and to preſerve them faultleſe before the priſon 


agatiſt the Bizhops Canons, 


ef thy glory with joy ; who * wilt keep him mn perfef peace, whoſ® g \ 
wand f, 4 on thee; hecauſe he truſteth m thee : f thou'haſt arem= RP, 26.8 
nantlett » which have not recerved the marke of the Beaſt , but 
have kept their garments pure; orit any, who through feareor 
humane frazs/ty have abaled themſelves in any of the things a» 
foreſaid ; reſtore them by repentance, and cltabliſh them all b 
chy Grace, that they may fo ſtand for thy Truth, ard their Salva. 
$1en here, as they may one day ſtand undaunted betore the Son 
of Man at his appearing. 
And further we note out of the words of the Oath, That they 
are to Sweare they doe approve the Dettrine and 11ſcs; line eſtabluhed 
in the Church of England, as containing all things neceſſary to Salvati« 
#7. Now will they ſay, thatthe D:ſcipline, or Government of the 
Church ef England contameth any thing neceſſary to Salvation,leeing 
herein they joyne it with Dottrime , as containing together a7 
things neceſſary to Salvation * Nay, 15 not the Diſciplaie and Go- 
vernment, any enemy to Salvation, feeing it is altogether Anti- 
chriſtian, Tyranmcall, and a meere nſurpation, and in the whole 
practiſe of it, and inall the Reres and Ceremonies , againſt the 
word of God, and againſt the Deftrme and Practiſe ot the Apo- 
files, and a moſt notorious and peſtilent perſecuer of the true 
Saints and Seryants of God, and a rooter out of all true Religion 
and godlineſſe out of the Land. Is it not Antichriſtzan, and uſurp- 
ing Chriſts Throne and Soveraignty over the Conſciences of his 
People , which is expreſly and directly contrary to the Apoſiles 
Dottrine , ſo as the tubjetion thereunto is clearely proved by } 
the # Apoſtleto be a denying of Chriſt , and ſo a looſing ot Sal- F Col-2.8,&c, 
vation 4 And for the Dofirme of the Chureh of England, how can 
it be ſayd to containe all things neceſiary to Salvation, when the moſt 
principall Arzicles of Saving Grace are made of none effet , and 
are forbidden to be preached to the people £ And ſuppoſe all the 
39 Articles were intire,and not corrupted,bur preſerved intheir  Arzicle of 
true ſenſe, agreeing with Scripture (as + ſome of them are not) Conſegration of 
etthey cannot be ſavd to containe all thmgy neceſſary to Salvation. Arc hbishops, 
or onely the holy Scripture, which is the onely ad: quate Rule of &c. 
Faith, contameth all thmgs neceſiary to Salvation , 1t being a cleare 
Commentary and expoſition of itſelte , and a Rule whereby to try 
all humane writings of Divinity whatſoever. Thus the matter 
of the Oath it ſc lte 1s molt falſe, and blafphemous, which with all 
the reſt we referre to thy judgement, © Lord. 
Againe, A man muſt ſweare, not to bring in any Popish Dettrine, 


$y#:7a7) #0 that which n ſo eſtablighed. We conceive this to bo => 
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leſſe ridiculous, then the former impioys, For that which i al- 
ready ejtcbliched, being Popich, how can other Popery be cuntrary 
thercuno © And the very words themtclves of the Oath doe 
1Nply, thatthe D-#-me eſtabliſhed is Poj1:h : becauſe none 
mult brmg m any Poputh Dori, contrary to Thit (that is,to That 
Poptsh Dodrine, Waich is the Antecedznt to That } which # [o 
eſtablished. 

And [I hirdly he Sweares zever to #ive by conſent to alter the 
Governmicnt of t/ 1s Church by archbishops, &c, Whereas,tirltthis 
ver\ Oh 15 an alteration of the Government of the Church,w hich 
to: mc1ly bound men tono ſuch Oath, but to Subſcription onlv, 
though that, were too much , and which no good Comſcrence 
nghtly informed , can ſubmitunto. And ſecondly , thus to 
S\weare in this particular , doth breake our vow -made in Bap- 
tſme, vihich was tc forſake the Deal, end all by works : now thy 
word, 0 Lord, teacheth us, that the * Hrerarchy 1s that Beaſt, to 
vi hich the Drayon gave hr power. For this Beaſt ts the Hierarchy. 
call or Prelaticall Government,comprehending that whole Church 
wherein (as our Metropolitan faich) the Church of England and of 
Reme are ons ani the ſzme Church, profeſſing one and the ſame Faith, 
avd wherem he conteſſeth a neceſſity of one Ordine Primus , one 
Prime Prel.ite, a5 4 Prime member ac leaſt,itnoc a Prime Head of 
Cf this Bierarchie, which Prime Prelate, in rcgard of his more 
potent Principality, 15 the Pope, or Bighop of Rome. And therefore 
in this reſpect, wC hold, that our vow in Baptiſme ought to be 
a ſtronger bond unto us to joyne all rogether , King , and all, 
even a5 many as are true Chri/7z,ns,to the pulling downe ofthe 
proud Throne of the Beaſi , the Hierarchie, then any one feeble 
hearted Miniſter, or other, 15,07 ought to hold himſelfe bound 
by this wſacred Syned, to take {uch an unchriſtian Oath, forthe 
upholding of this Antichriſtian Government by Archb1:hops, &c. 

And laitilv,vchereas the words of the Oath are As ths Govern. 
ment by Archbishops, Bshops, Deanes, Archdeacons, 8c. ſtands now 
e/tablished, and as by right 1t ought toſtand : theſe words are moſt 
falſe, that the preſent Government ought by right ſo to ſtand, as 


it {lands now eſtablished. For whereas they goe about (which 


vet they can never effe&) to eſtabliſh their Epiſcopal Inriſdittion 
( a« thy call it ) upendivme right : Firſt, they are neverable to 
prove that either Archl1sheps, or Deacns, or Archdeacons, have 
anv foot of ground at all in the word of God; theſe are abtolurely 
Antchnſ\tan, bearing the Image of the Beaſt, and of his Govern, 


went; nor had they any beeing at all in the Primitive Ages of th 
| : h Church.e 


—_— 


2ainft tha Bicheps CANOXNS. 
Church. Secondly,for Biheps,we find the name indeed in S. v1. 
ture, but not a Dioceſan Brihop, bur ſuch a one, as was (er o1 ©: 4 
particular Congryg4tum, to feed the flocke of God, as thy ® ware 
teacheth. And we find Beacons allo, but no Archdeacons, And 
to ſet Archdeacons over Presbyters, 15 not onely an tncongruity 
and diſorder, and fo not night, as ut exight to be : bur allo 2 mcere 
Antichriſttan guiſe and wſreypation. As tor Deanes, they are of 2 
later 1/:3:44220n, And as tor Archbrslops, thev contefle, that the 
Xpoſiles were all equall ; how core they thea to be ſuperior tO 
other Doceſin Brahops, who claime to be the Apoſtles ſrecef] ws * 
By this recxomng , an Archls,byp ſhould have been ſuperscur ro 
the Apoſtl:s. So as this Archtepsſcopall Government , \tands v9 
rightly eſtabltzhca , as being in a more Superlative degree Anis- 
-hnſtian, then ordinary Brshops ; nor can he withthem ſhift oz 
put off their Government to be Antichriſtian and Papal, the Me- 
tropolstan of all Iingland being that over England, which the Pope 
challengeth to be over the Church Catholicke. And that the 
preſent Arch. Prelate carries himſelfe as the Pepe of England, 
whoſe Canon is a Law, let but this wicked Smod witnefſe, 
whereof he is the Papal! Preſident, and this Papall Oath withall, 
which 1s drawn up and impoſed on all Mmiſters, after the man- 
ner of that Oath , which Paul the fourth added to his Cormcel oz 
Trent , tor all his Clergie to take , and ſo-to Sweare to all the 
Lottrmes and Canons concluded m that Councel. Thus, o Lord, we 


could not, bur in this perplexed caſe open our minds, and (as $ 1. 26. 12 


the Prophee (aith ) + open our Canſe before thee, 
I he Seaventh Canon : A Declaration concerning ſome 
Rites and Ceremomes., 

This'Canon 15 generally for an uniformity 48 will-worthip 
throughout all England, and particularly in the introducing of 
Altars un every Church, with the Service about it. The Cafion tor 
this,tirſt pretends,how st were to be wiched , that unity of Faztb were 
accompanied r';th wniformity of prattiſe w- the outward wor;hip and 
Service of God. Now this outward worsbyp is meerly of maus 
devifing,a will-worshsp, and exprefly forbidden and condemned 
by the F Apoſtle, and therefore no Service of God : So as the wni- 
formity here overthroweth not onely the warty of Faith , but 
thefaith itlelte, as Col. 2, And againe , ſuch will-worsbipof 
mans swvention, 15 a fruit ot the pride and preſumption of mans 
vaine and graceleſſe heart , and fo cannot be trucly callcd the Ser- 
vice of God. For our God hares all ſuch ſervice, as himſclte hath 
20; commanded and preſcribed an _— word; accorging as _ 
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NNalt caught 5, * In vaane they worshs» metea-hing for Do8rinies tins 
Commandments and Traditions of men. And by tiny Prophet thou 
h.{c taugatus , thatfuch is the Service of Hypocrites : ſayings 
2. + The people draw neare metwith thety nauth, and with thesr lips doe 
hoxour me , but ba" e removed then heart farre from me , and their 
fare towards me # taught by the Precept of men. And this wks 
worsh1ip, Which tlie 5yed1tc much witheth an wformity 1; 1t 
overthroivs the faub of Chnft : tor the true fauh belcevetk 
Chriſizo ve tte onely Lawgroer of lis Church, and the onely 
King over 0 Conj.aence in the worthtp of God, ſo as we ought to 
ſuztcr no man to come between Chry/t and our ſoules hereliy and 
{0 00:0 cOthruit Chriſt out of his Throne , and to defraud us of 
our S:/v uion. As thy Apoſtle teachechius, + Letno man begui!s 
092 of jour reward ina voluntary humility , Or wall-worshup , and 18: 
bldt-s the Head, winch Chriſt, But if ye be dead with Chrijt fron 
phe 114mm; of the world , why are ye yet ſuozett to Tradztions © 
Wahich words doe plainly tmply , that ir 15 4% v.c4n? to protelic 
our faito in Chriſt, and our mortsfication, 1n being dead w3:h bins 
From the rudiments of the world when vet we are ſuly cet to bunane 
Trad:tins. And howſoever the!e Cereiiony-maſters would leem 
eminently holy 1a the obſeryation of thele their ſelig-pleaſing 
inventions 10 9utward worship : (wherein all their holinelſe con- 
lilteth ) yet the pile dilcovers the rottenneſſe of their kearts, 
telling us,thac luch are meere $ antruders, vainly puft up with theit 
fleihly mand. VF 
Againe,this S-n1d pretends for this their wished uniformity in 
#!it;rard worship two things : 1. the avoydany of ſuſpicious feares of 
Innov.ition by the weake : 2. the hope of Papiſts, of Englands backeſii- 
ding into Popuih Superſtition ; and beth, by reaſon rf the Situation of 
+: Communion Table,and the approaches thereunto. And might not 
the Syed then with more eaſe, have remoyed quite away,both 
the feare of the one, and the bope of the.othey, 1n leting the Commu« 
1eon Tibles ſtand,where they were wont to do 4 When a Stum- 
bleg blocke ſtands in a darke way , whether js it not better (for 
the preventing of /umbling) toremove the blocks, then to write 
upon it , Beware of thu Stumbling blocke* Shall not every man 
that paſſeth that way, ſooner break his Shinnes ,or bones,then 
vake notice of the writing for prevention * And can every one 
wake warning by the Caron to avoyd the offence, fo well, asif 
the Scandall were quice taken away 94 When in Exekzas his 
time the people began to worſhip that monument of the brazen 
Serpent, the gogd Ning brake gt 50 PIECES, And s $8 gOt Pecter 
is 


CY WY WW 9 UH VU wr = vu 


#7ainſt the Biiloy Canond 

co prevent the word, then firſt to breaks a mans hea! , and the 
give hum a fatter 4 For this cauſe, our ancicats , forthe vers 
- rills ake ot 1de/atry,d1d not only fer forth thoie Honaltes agcinf 
the perill of Idelatry , but cauſed all Imoes to be removed Gut of 
ali Churches, and fo deſtroyed, So they did alio with Altarsy 
45 this Syed contetleth, Bur now this Sacred $yred mutt have 
wr ther Alters, and then make a Caren to prevert feare of Inno- 
nts and hoe of backs Niding wito Popery, () L ers, Cn we be ft- 
lert,or retrame from 7arginerg 18 not rather lamenting) to lee the 
ridtculons byIoreſte of this Synod 4 Bur we mult 1umpure it t9 
their x-ale their blind zeae) 10 fo eagroly defiring this wat, corte 

vol ror thipy and clpecially inthe feung up of Alters. There is 
10 remedy torts, Alters they mutt have up, what ever Pro- 
2!) che foare,or Pajſis hope. And truely uſer this Projett a toot 
at thts very time, when the Kingdomes zre ina combuſtion 
tor thele very things, might it nor deſerve the ferula, or fore 
$r4te Anathena upon the Synod 5 Agiineghow agrees this wh 
thc tormer Can, for the Sup preſſmg of the growth of Popery© Here 
be now Altarsto be let up 1n ail Churches throughout England : 
hereupon the Synod tells us \ for itis conſcious enough of it ) 
that Papiſts flatter themſclves with a hope of our backeſ1dimgs inty 
their Popich 'Superſtation, Doe thev ſo 4 How come they thus 
to hope £ From the lering up of vour Alrars,vou will fav. And 
to what purpoſe then is your tormer Canm , for $ upp: (ſing the 
£191009 of Popery , when this Canon will make them grow faſter, 
out of a hope'ot Englands backeſliding to them, then the tormer 
will Suppreſſe their growth , tor teaie of all the emptie charge 
thereot , or for any counterfeit ſhows theſe men can make of 
winning them to our Church 2 unlefle the Alt-rs be of more 
force to due it, -when they leeeſpectally thoſe Superſtitions, or 
rather Idolatrons approaches thereunto, But the Synod calls their 
hope, a wazhe hope. 'Þ hat's the Smod# vain hope , or rather hypo» 
criticall difiimulation * For they know.it to be moſt true, and 
the Paprfts have reaton lo to hope, as lome of their own Authors 
1m their late Englih pamphlees have: jearingly writ of Englcnds 
back-flidingto Popery,as of a thing, whercot England 8 prown now 
adayes very ambitious, And for the feave ard jealouſie, which they 
1v the weake have hereot : have not the wiſeſt men in the King- 
ome the like feare and jealoyfie , and that upon juſt cauſes and 
grounds? And ſuppoſe the weake onely were offended with ſuch 
things ; why did not tlie gwiſe, and Sacred Smod Yarher remove 


the Scandall ;then ſlappe them in the mouth with the Foxtarle of 
1) 2 an 
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an i» pocrzts-4l Canon , or ſmoke out their crycs with the charge 


of 1: © + The ſtrong (asſaith the Apoltle ) ought to beare with th: 


11{:rm:ty of the weake, and not to pleaſe themſelves, 

Pur the Syd tells us , That the ſtanding of the Communion 
Tab/e S1dew.iy under the Eſt window of every Chancel,or Chappell,n 
28 11501039 nature mdifferent, neither commanded, nor condemned b» 
the: word of God, exther expreſly, or by smmediate deduttion, and ther - 
fore that no Religion # to be placed therem , or ſcruple to be made 
thereon. 

Firſt, it it be athing #ndrfferent , why doe they trouble the 
Conſciences ot there weake brethren with it , who hold it to be 
a thing Sc.mdalow © T his 15 againſt the Apoſtles Rule,cven the 
rule ot Charzty, tending to the deſtruttion of mens ſoulesr, Se- 
condly, it a thing znds/ferent, why are they fo cagre tor it, when: 
it may as well þe forborne, andeſpecially at this time » when 
both the Kingdomes, and the wiſeſt men therein,are fo troub« 
led wich 1t , the peace diſturbed , the State diſtracted , avd the 
Kingdomes hazarded® Thirdly, it it be indifferent, why doe 
they not folcaveit ? Why doe they alter the nature of itzturn-- 
zag the indsfferencie into a neceſſity, as they doe with all their 
euUCr Ceremonzes, which they proteſle to be in their own nature 
different, yet turne them our of their nature, and make them 
necetlary , and fo intolerable burthens to mens Conlciences ? 
Yea why doe they force all Miniſters to take a Solemne Oath, 
Lltat they approve thele things, as neceſſary to be obſerved 2 

Bur neither is this they ſo urge , a thing in its own nature 
:ndstferent, namely, whether the Communzon- Table ſtand Sideway 
under the Eft window of every Chancel. For, firſt, it 15 a Commu- 
2801 Table, and theretore to ſtand in the midſt, where all may. 
{it about it, as about a Table, and thus it is rightly and properly 
3 Communion-Table : it is not a Communion-Cubbord , or a Com- 
matonon dreſſer, to ſtand S1deHvay to the wall, That's no Commu- 
1192 Table. And conſequently fuch a ſtanding Sideway to the 

wall of every Cancel is by immediate deduttion condemned wn the 
word of God. For the word of God calls and co mmends,and com- 
mands this by the name ofche Lords Table, and fo it commands 
withall the proper uſe of itzas of the Table of the Lord : but the 
{tanding of this Table Si4eway to the wall , takes away not onely 
che nature, and infeed the nam? of a Table,. but alſo the proper 
rc of che Lords Table, where every vane of his family 1s to ſet about 
t. As Davidiaitli; $ Thy Coildrzn like oliv2-plants round about thy 
table : For ſucls 1s che rightaud proper ule of a Table, And 
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thercfore y as the Scripezre commands and commends unto us 
the Lords Table, with the right uſe thereof, as is ſutable to the 
»acure of it * So by neceſſary conſequence , and smmediate de- 
duttion, the Scripture condeymes any ſuch poſture or placing ther- 
of, as altees both the nathre and uſe of the Lords Table. So as 
it 15 not a thiug indifferent, whether the Table ſtand ſideway to the 
wall : for it ought not ſo to ſtand, ſeeing it 15 a perverting of the 
nature and uſe of the Table of the Lord, and lo a perverting of the 
Lords Ordmance. 

Againe,not indifferent for all Chencels alike : for in many vat 
Churches the People cannot heare , when their Prieſt ſayes or 
lings his Second Service at his new Altar, as he is 1njoyned : 
unlefle the Ordinary be more mercifull co the Congregation, were 
it 2 mercy ro commanicate with Superſtitious worthip aud 
Service. 

Againe, the trord of God * expreſly condemnes in his people the 
zmitation of the heathen 1n their 1dolatry » or Superſtztion » or to 
doe atter their mauncr, So as ſuch guiles are not things mndiffe- 
rent. Now tor the ſtanding of the Communion Tabl: fideway to 
the Eaſt wall is to place it like to Pop1oh Altars, which are A-tars 
of Idolatry, like to thoſe of the heathen; and ſo is a faire induce. 
ment by degrees of their Idolatrous Sacrifice too , for all che 
faire pretences the Symod makes to the contrary. And doth not 
the Synod conteſſe, that © at the time of Reformation of thu Church 
« from that groſſe Superſtition of Popery, it was carefully provided that 
« all meanes hould be uſed te root out of the minds of the people , both 
« the inclination thereunto, and memory thereof, eſpecially of the I4o- 
« latry committed in the Maſſe, for which cauſe all Popuuh Altars were 
« demolighed? Then we aske thy Synod , why they are here (0 
zealous in ſeting up the Communion Table ſideway to the Eaſt wal 
after the manner of Popich Altars : __ betore they pretend 
luch care and zcale for che ſuppreſſing of the growth of Popery , and 
tor the bringing of Papiſts co the Englib Church * Where,when 
they come, and preſently ſee a thing ſer up /ideway at the Ealt end 
of the Chancel, juſt like their bigb- Altar, and leemg: withall cho 
people, or Prieſt lowly — it, or devoutly bowmg befors 
1t,or zowardit ; are they not hereby fraight pur in mind of their 


old Remzh Idolatry, enough to make them preſently te turne 
Papifts againe 2 Where is then the caretull provikon of thiz 
Synod , that © all meanes be nſed to root out of the minds of ſuch both 
"© the mclination and memory of the Idolatry of the Maſfe , for which 
'* cauſe our ancient Ry formers cauſed all Renasb Alcars th be _—_ 
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* Confi1ution, © shedÞd But perhaps the * hely Synod wanted time well to cont» 


pare ner Canons togerheryto tee whether the mouth of one was 


IW-er: the Sy- not rutned againſt che mouch of anotherzto the d:lmounting of 
20:1ca'51? ſiife, one another, And the Syed ſhould have been fo much the 
The Hu!y Syned, wore caretall hereot, becauſe 2s Solomon faith, $ A lymp tra.gr? 
a ('\-rc Sacred, warieth meentmently : and the Synod 15 conicious to it lelte with 


what wind tt hath compoſer] molt of theſe Canons, it not rather 
el of rhem alt rogerker. Brit howevery 16 doth roo- piatnly 
2PYcare » arctic S:1:ae of this £ nod was QUE another troy 
Mat 05 410fe Reformers of R=*ligtom in thu Chureh : tor thev r<- 
moved all occaſions of {4-/atry + but theſe good men, this $: 
red and bo!y Syzod , is very carefull and zealous to tet up againz 
thote very Scan1a!'s which by the Ref-rmers were rooke away, 
\erand quite demolr:bed, And therctores © Lord, doth not the 
. F Curſe of the rebuilding of Ince beleng to thele men , to 
this Sacred prof.mme $yu94 4 Bur thac we coramit to thy righteos 
judgement alto. 
Agiine, thev {iv , that tha baing a tring indifferent ( which it 
15 not} for the Tab's ſo to ftand , threfore no Relizion # to be placed 
therem,or Seruple to be made thereon. But this Synod, and pr:mely 
the Preſident , placeth ſuch a Religzon in 1t, as he holds no Rel:- 
9721 without it,vca he placeth all his Religrrmin it. For were it 
a0t tor this vers ſiruation, where woutd he beſtow all his de. 
yout ducking throughout his whole Service and outward wor- 
«up: Bur as tor all fuck as trucly teare God , what caule they 
have to muke Scrnplear ity both we have teen y and {hall have 
turcher Occahion to fee 1n this Cann. 
For they proceed, and tell us , * that notwithſtanding the de + 
« molrshing of Altars ( as atoreſaid ) yet 1t ws ordered by the Qreer's 
« Injuntiions that the Tables sheuld ſtand, where the Altars jia:d, 
&« and fo they have conttnned m the Royall Chappels , and m waſr Ca- 
<« thedrall, nd 1: ſome Paro.hiall Cl nrches : which doth ſriffecent'y” 
< acquit the manner of placing the ſaid Tables from any illegaiity , or 
* jujt Sr:ſpucuon of Pojash Superſiatun, or mmnovation. And therefore 
&« we jucigeit fit, and comers: ut, that all Churches and Cheppels dg 
&« conforme themſelves m this particular to the Exam le of the Cathe- 
&« dra), or Mother Churches, Savang alwayes the Generall Liberty l:fe 
<« ro the Brshop by Law, durms the tune of the Adminſ!ration of tie 
© Hoy Communiun, | | 
Here, © Lord, give us leave further to complaine of ins 
nownus bypocrifes of tibele men, Fiſt, the Queens myrnttzo!; 
mdcci Qi ivill > chat the Conmrnum Tables should ſtand at otrey 
gones 
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pinies mm the place, where the Altars formerly flood, but m tixie of u(2 
Conmunon m the miſt of the Church or Chancel. And yer the 
I; unFion did not neceflarily tye the Tableto Rand at 2ll other 
times, ſaying at the Communion at the end of the Chancel, but for 
moſt conyenienciezaccording to the diſcretion of the Miniſter 
and Gardians. And certainly the good Queens intent never was, 
ner could be » that that ſtanding to at ether times , ſhould. be a 
precedent for afrertimes, to introduce Altars againe, there to 
have a fixed ſtation , and ſo to become a ſtumbling blocke to 
Prot:ſtants, and a laughing Rock to Papiſts, cauſing the one to 
feare Innovations, and the other to hope our backeftiting mo Popish 
Superſtatzon, And that the Table hath ſtood ſo ever fince unremoved 
3n the Royall Chapels, there is not the ſame reaſon of a Chappel, 
and of a Church ; a Chappel wanting converizat room to place 
the Table in the midit, Although this was to be imputed ra- 
ther to want of Care 1n tae Deaxe of the Chappe), then want of 
roome 1n the Ehappel, as 1n many other things beſides. And as 
for Cathedral Churches, molt of them had the Tables ſtanding in 
the midit of the Chancel, untill of very late dayes , and undes 
this Kmgs Rargne, wherein our Prelates haye been more ſtick- 
ling then orduary to erect not only Altars, but Crucsfixes, and 
Images 1n all Cathedrals. And now their projet plainly appeares 
to be this,that by theſe Mother Churches; as they call them )they 
might introduce Altqrs into all other Churches, to veritic the 
Proverbe, Lake Mother, like Daughter. And whereas they name 
{ome Parochiall Ehurches.to have hid Altars, this hath been but 
ot late dayes too, ſince this faſhion began to be renewed. Buy 
when they have Summ'd up all together, it will not a= 
mount to the 4:4itting this Generation from s/egality, or from 
more shen ſufpiczon, and chat juſt, both of Romisb Superſtition, and 
Idolatryto boos , as alſo of a great Innovation of the State of the 
Church both 1n Dofrine and Diſciplme, For firſt, for che Royal 
Chappely, what are chey roan univerſality 2 If the Kimg ſhould 
kave Mein his Chappell, mult cherefore every Church in the 
Land have fo 200 2 Ando for Cathedralls, what are they, bus 
as1e were the Chappels , or Chancels of the Buhop , Dane and 
Chapter * Parizh-Churches they are noz ; no nor yee Mother- 
Churches,' as whereot other Churches are begozeen , bus are 
indeed che very dennes of che Dragon , and the Styes , to fae 
wle be.lyes tor the laughter. And becauſe ſome Parochiaf 
Churches by fome Mmiſters of the Bzshops Faction have lately 
wertamned Altars : is this ſufficient ts a6quit them of Ifegality , of 
7 Oe: : Inovarion, 
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Txnovation, of Ramish Super/tition and Idolatry, in making hereupon 
4 Canon | or te ſ-ttmy up of Altars in all the Churches ef England * 
Dare ehele Canom/ts bring this chew meteall to be erved in 2 
P.ir'rament-Teſ? , where they thould tind Refiners of ſufficient 
J«4gement to lever the prexe ſifver (1f there were any) trom che 
droſſe 2 But when they have [ze up their Tables Ssdewayes to the 
Kaſtwal :ihall che ttand there tix2d © Shall chey nor be moye.. ' 
ables Kill, 35 1n Queen Elizabeths time, and according to ler 1n- 
grn&zon at leaſt be 14t in che migſt of the Church or Chancel , at 
the Commwagn® For this,zchev cell us,FPe j nudge ut fit ,and conve- 
ment , that all Churches and Chappels do conforme themſelves im thy 
particular, to the example of the Cathedrall,or Mother Churches,ſaving 
alwayes the g:nerall liberty left the Bizhsp by Law , during the tmue of 
the Adminajtration of the bely Commumon. A plauſible Perſwalton 
of theſe Hy,ocrites. They thmke it fit : therefore who will noe 
thinke it fo 2 1 hev heartily commend it : and what 1s this bur 2 


x. «Per lanagke Command® * 4 perfwaſoe neceſſity, But thy holy Apollle, 9 
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Lord, in zlxe ſame $ Chaprer, whete he fpeakes aganlt Rites and 
Ceremones , iwanes 21» people to rake heed that they bemot.cr= 
cunvented puhanoicgia , math mticemg words , Or faire ſp:eches, 
And what iugared words be here in ch4s Canon , £0 meace thy 
People co inrertan Idolatrom and Superſtitions Rites and Ceremo- 
mes here commended # For what be chele Rzrcs and Cerems- 
mes 7 namely as the ieting up of a Remayhb high Altar {0 adoration 


hereunto. his is rage winch cheie Hypoerzres thinke and com- 


mend for v:1y fit and behoofull pretending therein Service done t0 
thy Majeſtie, when 12 is indeed a Service tha pleaſes ehem,and 
which to thy dtihonour, and agatifſt eh, wand word, they will 
torce upon thee. As rhe Heathen man ſayd of the falſe Gods 11 
his rime, F (para gnomen a'naghkazethai theous tay amthropinan Bou- 
las doulciiem ) that the Gods againſt their mind wereconſtrained ts 


Exmmg \b.s, ſerve mens wills; namely in mans deriſed-will-worship. Andehus 


<> 
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doc thele imitators of the blind Hearhen force thee to ſerve 
their wills , while they fee up a ſervice of their owne fancie, as 
borh in ſering up Altars, and commending worship eo them, 
though prezended as done to thee. Evenas che talle Oracles of 
old, 5 ( Tenapſukon hulen 5ebein progetateon ) commanded men ta 
worshp a piece of wood, or ſuch like matter, wherem was no life, Bue 
thele lving Oracles, thete Hypocrires pretend ſuch worſhip 15 to 
L:0:0ut thee withall, O bold smprety ! O notorious hypocniſie ? 
'F heſeare che Menzthat erample thy word under their tees, that 


call ic out of che Church, char itoppe thy Maniſters monde, 
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20d conſequently thy peoples Eares that they cannot heare thy 
I:vely voyce [peaking untothem to the Saving of their poore 
ſores : and inſtead hereof they give unto them a flappe with a 
Fox-tayle : for inſtead of honouring thee in chine own Sacred 
and Saving Ordinance , they commend to thy People theſe 
Superſtitious and Idolatrous Services, as the fruits of their 
proed and protane Popiſh hearts, which they commend as moſt 


fit and behoofull. Now * wilt thou not judge them, 6 Lord 4 Wilt * g::h.29, 4 


thou not judge them £ Cauſe them to know ther abominations : and 
give them the reward of ſe{fe-pleaſiure. Now we know , that 
211 Cathedral or thoſe Mother Churches , have their Altars fixed, 
and never removed, no not in time of Communion : by this Law 
of Conformity therefore , all Parcchiall Churches muſt have their 
Tables tixed,and never to be removed, no not at the Communion. 
And lo being fxed , they ceaſe now to be any longer Tables, 
but put on the nature of Altars , which ſtand perpetually fixd, 
Onely here is one helpe peradyenture for it, of che Bighop be 
pleaſed to give liberty to Parishes to remove the Table mto the midſt 
for the Communion; this liberty alwayes Saved, So as here is all the 
hope of Parishes inthis matter. Yet what hope, when the Bi- 
shop ſhall anſwere ſuch Suiters, Ye are a ſort of Puritans; will your 
be _ then your Mother-Church , or wiſer then the Sacred and holy 
Synod, who judgedit fit and convenient, that all Churches and Chap- 
pels doe conforme themſelves in thy particular to the example of tha 
Cathedrall,or Mother Churches? And though the Law give him 
a generall Liberty in this to grant it, or no; vet he holds him= 
ſelte rather bound by the Canon in this caſe, not to give hberty, 
then diſpenſed to take and uſe bberty by the Law. 

But yet for all this the Synod gives one remedy, as to thinke 
never a whit the worſe of the Table, or to be out of concest with 
it, becauſe being thus fixed, it ſeems to be ”_ curaed from a 
Table into an Altar : for it addeth ; And we declare,that thy Situ- 
a:10n of the Holy Table, doth not imply, that 1: #,or ought to be eſteemed 
4 true and proper Altar , whereon Chriſt u againe really Sacrificed : 
but it #, and may be called an Altar by us, in that ſenſe, in which the 
Pramstive Church called it an Altar, and inno other, A Holy Table, 
doe theſe holy men call it : but ſhall we thinke it ever a whit 
the holyer,that it ſtands now fixed ſideway tothe wall ? Yes: 
for it is now an Altar : yet not a true and proper Altar,as where- 
on Chriſt # againe really Sacrificed : no, ſo the Papiſts in ſome ſenſe 
will ſay for their Altars. But what ſay they to this : doe they 
not meane it 6 ſuch an Altar , as Ke out whick the Sacrifice, 

2 or 
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Or offering upon it it 1s not ſanttified* Or is it not that Altar,wher- 
ot the Apoſtle ſpeaks, * We have an Altar, &c 9 If it be not that 
Altar, why doe they ſuffer Dr. Peck/ingeons Chriſtian Altar, ſo to 
paſſe under their Authority, which ſaiti, that thu Altar 1 neceſſary, 
4s without which ns Sacriſice we offer, u Santhfied > And why doe 
they ſuffer other Bookes, that ſay, The Apoſtle meant thu Altar, 
v hen he ſaid, We have an Altar > When thertore this Symod calls 
in, and damnes theſe Bookes which by maintaining theſe Al. 
tars of wood and ſtone, doe overthrow and deny the onely Altay 
Jeſus Chriſt : we may think , that theſe men haye ſome good 
mcaning, when they ſay, that thu Situation of the holy Table doth 
no: imply, that it 1s, or ought to be eſteemed a true and proper Altar, 
whereon Chriſt # againe really Sacrificed. But it 1, and m4y be called 
an Altar by us , in that ſence that the Primiuzroe Church called it an 
Altar. Now who knows how farre theſe men extend the Pri- * 
mite Church 5 Perhaps down to Innocent 3, who firlt eſtabli= 
{h24 Tranſubſtantiation ,now above foure hundred yeares agoc, 
For as fur the pureſt eſtate of the Primitive Church , as in the 
Apoſtles times, the Table of the Lord ; was never called an Altar 
at all, properly or improperly, The Screpture calls it only the 
Table of the Lord. And {ome hundred yeares afcer the peſt 
Cir1ſtians had no Altars at all, no not in name which the Hea-« 
then did obje& unto them. So as the Primitive Church in the 
pureſt time of it had not ſo much as the name of Altars, And 
our Communion Books doth not once name it an Altar, How 
comes then this Synod ro be ſo bold , as to call the Table an Al» 
#ar,and teachzthat it is,and may be ſo called * And what it ſome 
Fathers calleditſb £ As they were alittle too free ( though 
meaning no harme) in their allegoring,which the Romaniits 
have made advantage of, to adyance their Idolatry. And Lord, 
thou ſhalt try the ſpiricof theſe men , whether for the love 
they beare to Apme , and to bring England to a perfeft Recon- 
Cliation with her, they affe& to call it an Altar, rather then a 

Table; though the time is not yer ripe for them, fully to mani- 
feſt themſelves , and to diſplay their Roman Colours in open 
fields. Eutftor us, we ought not in any ſenſe to call the Lords 
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""Foriathe next place 5; 


evi... Zi. Aa _ w 


CY GO” 9 = BD 5ST » ga 5 = ww 


Gu WITH, Bw 


K 
4 


sganft the Birhips CANOMS. 


Altar, to ſeperate it trom the reſt of the Church, that none doe 
touch it, as 1t1t were more holy, and the matter thereof more 
PICCLOUS » then any other parc of the Church. And by this 
meanes, though they pretend che prevention of profanation , vet 
they labuur to beget 1n the Peoples minds forze high and re» 
yerend opinion of this their Alrar , as of ſome extraordinary 
holy creature, or rather divinething, that ſo they may with the 
more facility,and lefle ſcrup'e be brought to vecld adoration ther- 
unto, when ever they bur look upon 1t, or approach it, or paſie 
by it; of which they cell us more anon. 

And che next thing 1s, that all that will receive the Communion, 
muſt come up to preſent themſelves tefore this Altar upon their knees ; 
condemmg tbe uſuall manner ot the Miniſters carrying the 
bread and wme about the Church. But they called this Altar a Ta- 
ble, buteven now : andis it ſoſuddainly ſwallowed up in an 
Altar, as inſtead of fitting about the Table ( which is Chriſts 
own ordinance, and the proper uſe and poſture of gueſts abour a 
Table) now men muſt kncele before the Altar, as betore forae new 
Ged- Allmighty * So as thine ordinance, 6 Lord,is here quite per= 
yerted , and trom a Table- Communion turned into a- Superſtitious 
Altar-Service, Whereas if the Table were ſet in the midit, and 
the Communitcants did come and fit round about it y as many as 
could atatime, and ſo did eat and drinke the Lords Supper, this 
is Chriſts own ordinance : but to come and kneele before an A!- 
tar, this is not according to Chriſts ordinance , nor is it aright ta 
eat the Lords Snpper at the Lords Table, 

The laſtrging is, after many faire pretences and preambles 
(as of the Church, the houſe of God, dedicated to hu holy worship, to 
put 1 in mind of the gretneſſe and goodneſſe of by Diome Majeſty, 
and the like ) the Synod thinks it very behoofull , that all doe reve= 
rence and obeyſance both at them Commg mm , and going out of the 
Churches, Chaneels, or Chappels, Ec. Aud the morzves which the 
Snod uſeth to perſwade all People hereunto, are ſundry, As 
Ts It s not with any intention to exhibit any religious worship to the 
Communion Table, the Eaſt, &c., or in the Cel. bration of the holy 
Euchariſt (as they call it)rather the Lords Supper) upon any opinion 
of a corporall preſence »f Chriſts body there, &c. Now from theſe 
words (though the Synod doe not expreſſely and direaly Order, 
chat men in + hon ſuch reverence and obeyſance , do ſet thesr faces 
towards the Altar, Eaſt-ward, where it ſtandeth ) yer we learne 
plaialy their meaning to be ſo, in that they ſay, not with any in- 
$©06108 80 exhzbit any religiow gorbey to the Communion _ by 
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Eaſt : Ergotowards the Table, or Eaſt,men muſt doe reverence, 
þþ it be not with intention of Religiow worship. But by their leaves, 
Inten:iom, or not mtention, {0 to bow, ſo to doe reverence to,0r to 
wards this, or that place, isno lefle, then flat Idolatry, whether 
it be done to the place it ſelfe, or thereby to God, For Ged will 
not be wors/1ped in or by either an Image y or any repreſentation 
of his Majzity or Divine preſence ; as if God were fixed to this 
or that place, all which is forbidden in the Second Commande- 
ment. And being done to the creature, as to the Table, or Altar, 
or cowards the Eaſt, being done in the church, which they ſay is 
the place of Gods worsh1p, muſt not all ſuch external worship there 
exhibited , be areligrous worship £ So as whether People intend 
any ſuch ching,or nozas by doing obeyſance to the Table, to exhibi? 
rel1gtors worshap » yet the worshipit lelfe (o exhibited 1a the place 
ot Gods worsh1p, 1s, mult needs be a religiow, yea and divme wor - 
sh1p. So as here 1s flat Ido/atry committed by authority of this hoy 
Synod. Or will they call this adoration ( for adoration it 15) 2 civ1l 
worship * This is no leſſe an abſurdity, and groſſe profanation of 
things Sacred, to give them a Civil worship. Therfore ſeeing 
the Synod will needs have a worship ſo exhibited, and tha # not 
( ſay they ) with any intention of a religious worship : let them te!l 
us what kind of worship they meane. TJnleſſe their meaning be 
enis, that it may paſſe for @ religiow worship, as of the body, ſo the 
sntention of the mind be wanting ; vhatio a man may commit 
Idel/atry not yeelding a religious worship to the creature outwardly 
with his bogy, ſo as his mind be free from mention , that he 
meant no harme by it, And the like reaſon there is for bow= 
1ug,or kneeling at the Communion : this is a relig50u worshi p, Or 
adoration : and 1t is done, as to ſome imaginary eorporal preſence 
of Chriſt on the Table, or to the Elements themſelves, or to the 
Table, But ro be done as to Chriſts carporall preſence , the Sywd 
would have that opinion forborne. It remaines then, that the 
adoration, Or religiom worchipto he done , though nat invended, 
either to the Elements, or to the Table, or to the Altar, or to the 
Eaſt ; for now all the Communicants are upon their knees all 

looking that way. | 
Bur ay they, ſecondly, this worship is for the advancement of 
Gods My eſt, and to give bim alone that honour and glory, that #1 due 
wunte bim. Isicſo? Andis it aot then a Religiow worship,that is 
of Gov Majefty, and 
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ina high deprfe. And being {o,thall the Syd be aſhamed, or 
afraid to allow men an Intention of performing this Religious 
gor:hip » when it 1 for the azvancement of Gods Majeſty * Will 
Ged accept of a Sacrifice , that wants a heare * Or how is Ged 
konouredby our Service, when it'1s done without an Intention © 
Bvt here is yet a worſe matrer 1n it , that marres the Symods in- 
tention for the advancement of Gods Majeſty, And that is, A# 
thu worship (call it what they will) is a meere will-worship (of 
which betore)and fo of which God ſaith, * In vaine they bohour , vo , 
and worship me, teaching for DoArines the precepts of men. And the 15-9 
Smop cannot bur contefſe , thar all this Court-Ceremony is the 
upſhot of this their Canon and Conſtitution : a Commandement of 
men therefore : and ſo abomunable in Gods wor:hip and Service, 
Bur thirdly, Thz ſay they (to wit , this outward reverence 11 
Gods worship) muſt needs be prom mit ſelfe, profitable unto us, and 
edifying wnto others. Muſt needs 5% Upon what neceſſicy Þ For 
firſt, can that be pyous in x2 ſelfe, which God hath ablolutely for= 
bidden and condemned , as abominable to be uted in his Ser 
vice? Andiuch is all invention of man in Gods worship : as be- 
fore. Secondly ,Profitable to w,ſay they, Wherein profitable to us, 
to diſobey and diſhunour God in vur fancifull deviſes 4 Or pro- 
fitable, 1n that ſenſe, wherein the Phariſees taught clul.lren to caſt 
off all honour ts their Parents, Saymg unto them, + 1t s a gift,by what 


ſo-ver thou mughteſt be profited by me : and honour not by Father or + Math.rg.c; 


hy Mother. So,how can that be Þ profitable zo us, which is diſho- 4 
nourableto our heavenly Father £ And thirdly , tor Edifying F Nilutile, 
wnts others : how Edifying ? Surely no other way,bur as the Apo- quod non bones 
file faith, $ If any man Too thee, that hoſt knowledge, fitting in the / tum eſt. Cic, 
Idols Temple, shall not the Conſcience of him that u weake 7 rg _” 
metheseta) be edified (as the word —_—_— ſignifierh ) char is, $ 1 Cor. $8.10, 
1mboldened to eat of things offered to Idols © And juſt ſuch Edifymg 

anto others, is this will-wersbip of the Synod, whereby they being 

men of knowledge and learning, doe edify or imbolden gle peo» 

ple to follow their praiſe, and obey their Precepe, in giving 

reverence and obeyſancs in the Church, that is, religious worsbip to 

aftone Altar,or wodden Table, which is Idelatry,though coloured 

over with never ſo ſpecious and faire q— » as without any 

intention of a religiou worship : which is the ordinary apron of 

Figleaves , wherewith the woman of Reme would cover the na- t Rever7 4 
kedneiſe of ſuck her 4 Spincualfuniceionr and flthinſſe of bar *©**'. *- 
ghommations. 


But Fourchly,Ths (lay they )bach been the moſt ancient cuſtome 
of 
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of the Primit#ve Church in the pureſt times , and ofthu Church alſo 
for many yeares of the Raigne of Queen Elizabeth, The reviving ther. 
fore of thy ancient and laudable Cuſtome , we heartily commend to the 
ſerious Conſideration of all good people, How $ Hath thu been the 
moſt ancient Cuſtome of the Primutrve Church m the pureſt times, to 
commo: Idolatry with Stocks and Stones £ For what were theſe 
prireſt rymes of the Prinative Church © Were they not the Afeſiles 
owne times © Were not thoſe the pureſt tunes of the Primus 
Church © And will they, dare they ſay, or much leſle, can they 
prove, that the Apoſtles,or the Church im thear time uſed any luch | 
c1ſtone 2 Fy for ſhame\ti hat a Smod ſhould dare,withourt bluſh 
vg , to vent ſuch abommable lyes. For it they meane 1t of the 
times of the Chunch after the Apoſtles , thoſe certainly were nor 
the prreſt times, as wherein many Superſtitions began —_ t0 
grow up, to {trow the way forthe coming ot Antichnſt, the | 
5g of Iniquity beginning to worke evcn 1n the Apoſices 
ayes. 

Bur this Devotion tas 6f ancient cuſtome in thy Church alſo for 
many yeares of the yaigie of Queen Elizabeth. That's true indeed; 
I my telfe, when 1 was a L 2d, have ſcen old women very ob. |} 
ſervant in ſuch obeſances towards rhe Ezſt, both coming in, 
and going out of the Church, They would not miſſeit. Bue 
ve muſt undeſtand this was a place, where they had not Scarce 
one Sermon 4 Seaven yeares : So as, it was no marvaile if jtill | 
they walked in dark: fe > when they wanted the /ighe to ſhire Þþ 
torth unto thera in the preaching of the Grfpel , which wheic 
1t comes 1n the vigour of it , drives away all darkneſſe of erreur, | 
and ſpiritual blindneſie , as the ® Sun ariſmg chaſeth the wild beaſis 
into their dennes,as David faith. Infomuch, as we have ſeen ard 
known by abundant experience (bleſſed be our God) that in all 
places of the Kingdome, where ſound preaching hath been, all 
iluch Superſ{ttion hath been packed out of the Church. Bur this 
riddance could not beexpetted tor ſome of the firſt yeares of 
Queen Elizabeth , when the Land was but m_— crope out of 
Popery,and Preachers were bur Scarce, and the old race had not, 


- 


could rot pur away the old leaven , or caſt off the Slough of 
Popish Suptyſtition. And therefore the Synod ſaith eruth in this, 
that for ſome yeares , yea in ſome places , many of the Raigne of 
Queen Elizabeth ( which was towards the beginning ot her 
Rane ) theſe Superſitious cuſtomes were in uſe. Ard had the 
Keyall Ebappels , and Cathedralls had as ſound Preachers in them 
utually ;as other Parochiall Churobes 10 the Kingdome,that oy 
| ay 
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have ript up the rozten bowels of Popizh Superſtition , ſo fairely 
painted over 1n goodly Images, Crucifixes , and the like unre» 
moved inthole places ; there had nor by this time remained 
one Remish ragge, whereof this Syed might make a coat for the 
Church of Englund now to be faſhioned by. 

But now the Coat 1s made up , all the Skill will be how to 
perſwade this whole Church to put it on, Yea itis ſo little and 
ſtrait , as being meaſuredand parted by tro or three Chappels, 
and a few Cathedrals, it wilbe very hard to torce it upon Eng- 
lands broad backe » without extreme pinching of it , or tearing the 
Coat, Now for this, 1n the laſt place, this Courtecus and kind Sy- 
nod,wheras it might command, is pleaſed to toc p lo lowzas to 
gntreat, yea heartily to intreat, againe and againe : MW (ay thes) 
heartily commend thu to all good and well afjet?:d people , menibers of 
thy Chureb, &c. And alutle lower againe ; Toe reviving of this 
ancient and Laudable Cuſteme , we heartily commend to the ſerious 
conſideration of all good people. And for this , reaſon perſwades us 
to beleeve , that the Synedis cordial in redubbling ſuch hearty 
Commendations of ſuch Rena reliques and ſo Laudable Cuſtomes, 
to all good people. Firlt, becauſe good people will not eaſily be 
drawn to ſuch things , without ſome ſtrong motive, nor with 
that, neither, And ſ:condly, could their hearty Commendations 
prevaile in this , it would greatly conduce to a ſpeedy making 
up of that Reconciliation between the Church of England, and of 
Rome , ſo greatly deſired and laboured in the Promates Late Re 
lation,the Preſident of this Synod. Who tells us there more plain- 
ly what we'may underſtand here by Commending,; for (ſaith he, 
page7.)thore ua Laudendo pracipere,by Lauding or Commending 
# Command. And therefore they ſtick not to be ſo Liberall in 
theix, hearty Commendations of this brave piece of Service. But 
why ſhould now this Spirit be conjured up againe,or this dead 
Coale of Romizh Feale revived, having tor ſo long a timelyen 
eonſopited, yea dead under a heap of aſhes, never to have kinds 
led flames, or troubled the world againe. Why ſhould this $4- 
2an of our peace, which had been ſo long bound, now be let looſe 
againezto fet Kimgdomes in 2 combuſtion * Surely they told us 
before, wnsformaty # tobe defired. How * In a conformity tothe 
Rojall Chappels and Cathedra/s. But were it not every way better, 
that thoſe tew ſhould give place , and rather contorme tothe 
Generality of all the Churches in England, where theſe Superſti= 
#3012 had been caſt out , andall quiet ; then that the Generalsty 
ſhould conform to a few,to indapger the whole Starrzand haze 
rd the loſſe of alli Bus 
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Butinche laſt place, they come with a pretty handſome 
Clole, faying, Inthe prattiſe, or omuſſ1on of thy Rite, we deſire that 
the rule of Charity preſcribed by the Apoſtle, may be obſerved, which 
6,that they which uſe this Rite, deſpiſe not them who uſe 1t not ,and that 
they who uſe it not , condemne not thoſe that uſe it. O Lord Ged, 


Y P{al.74.1c, * bow long shall the wicked blaſp''eme thy Name $£ For ever * Can 


they nor be content to abuſe thy People, in leading and draws 
10g them to all manner of Superſtztzon , but they muſt uſurpe 
the Apoſtles rule,and pervert it to the maintenance of ſuch blind 
and damned Retes * "The Rule of the Apeſtleis. for the ule of 
things in their oyn nature mdifferent , as eating , Or not eating, 
wherin Charity is to preſerve peace : but it gives no countenance 
al all zo things altogether wnlawfullin themſelves, and no way 
mndifferent ; as before. And had theſe men true Charity, they 
would be lo farre from pretling thele things to a generall uſe, 
as they would rather altogether ſuppreſſe them where they are 
uled, as being a Stumb'ing blocke co the whole Land , upon the 
Which,it not removed, the whole L and muſt ſtumble and tall, 
An therefore had this Synod had any one ſparke of an Apoſtol;. 
eall Spirit 1n it (as they ſhow it to be altogether Apeſtaticall ) it 
would 1n the firlt place have rather obſerved the Apoſtles Rule, 
for a man net #0 put a ſlun.llng block, or an occafion to fall m hu bro« 
thers way : ther, breaking thus Rule of Charity, have abuſed the 
Apoſtles words , to preicribe to a whole Landa Rule of falſe 
Charity, But to thee, 0 Lord, doe we commit the judgement of 
this whole Cauſe , which we can doe no more , nor leſſe buz 
complain of ro thy Majeſty, the righteow judge of all the world, 


Canon 8. Of Preaching for Conformity. 


This Synod here, for the more ſtrenchening of cheir Canony, 
and che more faci/itating of the way to Conformity tereunzo z 
muſt injoyne cheir Prieſ!s (whom ehey have in cheir chaine faſt 
bound by Subſcription, by Oath of Canonxcall obedrence, and by Oath 
of this Smed , eo the obſervarion of the Decrees thereot , and 
other their Lordſhips commands) to preach for Conformnty, and 
in ſpeciall,for conformity to the Canon immediately forefoing,which 
this Cawon immediately ſucceeds, as pointing chem to chat be- 
fore -: as followerh in the. Canon ; the renour whereof 15 : 
*« WWpereas the Preaching of Order and Decencie,according to $. Pauls 
* yule., doth conduce to Edefication : vt # required, that all Preachers 
* (45 well beneficed men, 5 others ) shall pmey and plainly preach 
« and inſtru the people in their publicke 
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* rill;ngly 0 ſutme f C42 ror tothe firtrornty and Guo. 1mm 127 
* of the Church cs it 6 ow vNabiithes wma the Fangs Maje)iy. 11.4 
* of 01) Preacher thai rof ile, or noplect to do according to thy Caron, 
& lor lym b Sufpended by br Oram ry, during the tame of bus reſuſa.!, 
* ze rlfn!! forbrarmce to doe thetrafier. '1 iis the Canon : Cotte 
eainſ2g 4a Chargezand 2 prualty, The CFarge laves for its ground 
tat of the Apoſtle tor Order and Decencre. AS 1t tlicre were el- 
ther Orazr or Decencae i humme Rites m Gods wordhip, which 
ae commanded not onely without , but directly agairilt che 
Afofiles Doftrine,and fo Divine Authority. And how tuch Rites 
elifiz is thewed betore, And they mult preach and inſtruct the 
Penples that the Rstes and Ceremonies now ce? ablished m the Church 
of England, are lawful, and commendable, How lawful,when they 
are not alloryed, nor contirmed by any l:w, cither of God, or of 
the land ? And how commenadat/e, when thele Rites and Cerenes 
nes now eftablished,are both 12 the Generall,exprefly condem- 
ned by the Apoſtle ( as before } and in themſelves detected of 
rQtorious fr!ſchooazand hypocriſic,and contradictions one agai::tt 
rnother, and have been tormerlv calit our by the Church of 12+ 
land, as things not onely of evil report, but ot a bad natwe and 
ule, and can no more change their bad nature, then the Ethio- 
pian his black Skin?Again, Preachers muſt preach,that all th: people 
of England ontght to conforme themſelves m their pra8iſe to all the ſaid 
Rites and Cex2mon's , and willmgly to ſubnat themſelves unto the 
Authority and Government of the Church, as it s new eftab'u:hed un- 
der the Kings Myeſty. ln the tormer Canin going immediately 
before, the Syed cautelouſly forbore to iay thole things down 
21d to preſſe them with the weight of any Authority, but, we 
thinke fit and convenient, aid, we Pexrtily commend , &c. but here 
inthis, they lay lo24 upon the Preachers, to preach and preie 
the obſervation of thete Rites upon the People as matter of 
w1ty. $0 as the Sacred Ordinance of Preaching muſt be made the 
Pandor tor the Synods whorish Rites, to draw the People to an 
unverfall contormitv and communion with ſuch fprr:tnal! 
whoredomes, as out of Conſcience of their duties ; that they orghe 
to conforme unto the Authority and Goverment of the Chmch , azit 
9 now eſtablighed under the Kings Majeſty. But this new Govern» 
ment ut now eſtablizhed,i#t thalbe _ to be both withour, 
an) 
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md again: tne Law of the Land, of what Authority will it prove 


20 bet Willittecureas well the people in yeelding their cone 
tormity , as the Symedin preſſing thei new Injunttions , from 
Having ulk Jeep mto a Promuare? And have not the Prelates 
Fallon itrom thew dependence of the Kings Authority as touc!:- 
119 030 11:12 4194 exerciſ: of their Epiſcopal! Inrizdiftion , vehile 
ti £me aory altogether trom Divine Autherity 4 So as de- 
ivingilienuelves of the Kings Authority , and the Scripture 
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Govino? { WI al} 
1915) 01 intbority, bCCaie tius their Sued (vir the Caucus 
tacreut } 15 eltavlifhed and contirmed by ile Kirnus Majeſty © 
Doe they not know, that matters of Religien CCNcernmiag 4 
whole Nation,ought net to be concluded, withoit the Couns 
{e}] nd coulent of tne wile Bedy repr ſentative of the Land, 
bind the Land wo obudience and contormity to any ſich Cantis 
or Conſittutions fo concluded 9 Otheriwite ; fuch a Synod is 4 
mecere Conventicle, and of no torce, and not a lavwfull National 
$504, which 1sof force to bind the Nation to conformity, 
'L his Syned | lay) for this very refpect , is no National! Sy: 54, 
but a meere Conventicle. | his was the conſtant rule ofthe good 
Kings ot Iſrael, as * David, + Aſa, + Hez*chiah, &c. who cone 
ſalted not with the Pree/is alone, but with the whole Stateot 
the Land , forthe ſertling of Religion or reforming it in the 
Kingdome. Otherwitc,lt1s anablolute Tyranny over che Soulcs 
* 2 Chrono. and Conſciences of the whole Nation, and ſo much the more, 
1.2 5. when a falſe Religion is ſet up, and impoſed, againſt Geds word, 
is. and without the Generall conſent of the People of the Land, 
Eur thus we fee to whata low ebbe of baſe Servitude the Mz- 

11//ers of the Church of Ergland at tis day are brought by their 

Lords the Prelates , that they muſt be made their | Ano 

co bring the whole Land under a moſt miſcrable Spiritual! 
bondage,more then ever it was before,v hen it was intolerable 

enough; and betray Chriſt the Lord,and abulc his word, and pro- 

fancthar Mmſtry, and bely and defile their owne Conſciences 

by caliingew/, good, and commending that to be Lawdavle, 

winch 1> Lawleiſe, and that for Order and Decency , which 1s 

nothing els but a inoſt Babytonz1h deformity and confuſion, O mi- 

{crable men, it you dee theſe things! How much berter;were 


ut for you; to abandon your places, and {0 quit your _ _ 
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Soules from the voake of ſuch vile Slavery , unleſle vou have 
{o much courage 11 you. as todeny to doe theſe baſe /Egipuan 
drudgeries for thele vour Ta:kemafters, though vou be Sutper « 
4: tor it,and looſe all you hive Strengthens Lord all thine, 
to ſtand faſt in thy eruth , ard not to betiay it with cheralulvos, 
their Peoplezand the whole State oi the Land. 


Now paſſing bv the geh, 1oth, 11th, 12th Canonz, 25 of final! 
moment, in the 13th. Of Fxcommunitcation. arc Alon 
rot to be pronounced but by a Prieſt, 


Here firſt ve may obſerve what kind of E-: ommunications 
and 4b/olutions have been uluall in our Frelates Court , to the 
extreme abulie and profanation of Chriſts Ordinance 1n the Dilcte 
pline of by Church. Which Ordmance,as it doth nog by ay rt 
belong to the Prelate ( whole whole Order. a1. d jun: artticn 154 
mecre uſurpation) {o it is muſt baſely abuled ;buth by clemt-:1vs 
and therr Officers. Yo as here 15 a Reformat;n pretended, vintcl 
at the beſt 15 ſtark nought , as being au Antichr:fran uſurpation. 
F or 1n this Cazen they take away all powet from every Mia 
of his Congregation , to whom with others appointed by the 
Parish, according to Gods word, belongs the power of Eccleſta- 
flicall Cenſures. And in this Canen alſo, he that is abſolved, mult 
become more bound, then ever he was before, becauſe firſt he 
muſt take an Oath , de parendo Juri , & ſtando Mandatis E-c- 
cleliaz 7 of obeying the Canons, ard ſtanding to th: Commands of the 
Church. So as his Abſotution becomes his bondage :; when now 
in ſtead of Gods Commandements , he muſt be tubjed& to the 
Churches Canons , Decrees , and Commands : which is an Avitt- 
sbnſtzan Tyranny : and more now then ever betore , for this 
Synod lake, 

Againe, omitting the 14th and 15th Canon, the 16th is con- 
cermng Licenſes toe Marry. So as this Canon 15 to maintaine a 
Duttre of Dewils,mentioned by the Apeſtle,as namely forbidding 
to Marry ( be ut either to foine fort of men, as Romishs 
Prieſts , or to all ſorts of mn at certaine times in the yeare ) 
{9 as at ſuch times ( which altogether containe almoſt halfe of 
the yarre) without the Brghoos Spectall Licence , no Man or Wo- 
man may Marry. 'T hus it 1s cleare, that herein theſe Hypocrizes 
doe Sell Gods free Ordinance for money , and ſo maintaine a 
Dottrune of Devils. And thus tarre ot the Canons of this Synod. 


The Concluſton of all whichis , the Kings ayowing , aps 
Fi0ving>confirming,and injoyawng theſe Canons to be obſerved of 
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al refpearvely , according to the tenure thereof in all and every par?, 
Hereof we will ſay no more , then we have layd in the begin- 
wg of our Complaint z committing all Judgement unto thee, 6 
Tizhteous Ludpe of all, wd humbiy belceeching thee withall, that 
thou wilt judgethe Caule of thy People,iwhen now thou ſeeft 
«1 their treageh 15 gone , and to take them and their and thy 
Caifeuno thy holy ProteRiongto vindicace both themzand it, 
and chy own glorious Naine from the cruelty and reproch of 


Mica. Amen. 


—_— 
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Here now follow ſome Predifions of, and ſome Contradi- 
ditions ugrothis late Synod , obſerved and colle&ed our 
ofiche Relation of a o_- — by William 

ry. 


Predidion. Is 


of Cantor 


Irit,n his Epiſfle Dedicatory tothe Kingghe ſaith : The King, 
EF and the Prieſt, mare then any other, are bound te look to the Inte« 
ecity of the Church in Dofcine and Manners , and that in the firſt 
place. For that's by farre the beſt Honey tn the Hive, This we [ee 
nov tullfilled ; whereby we come z@ know who 15 that Prieſt, 
and what that Integity of the Church in DoFrine and Manners, con- 
cluded in ehis laee Synod ; but whether as in a Hive of Bees, or 
11 2 Waſpes,or Hornees neſt, as whecewith whole Kingdomes 
ce ſtung, let me world judge. 


Prediftion, 2. 


And 2gaine, 3bi4. To deale clearely with your Majeſty, theſe 
-houghts (of the external warship of G14) are they; and no other which 
! we made mz labor ſo much, as I have dne, for D:cency, and an Or- 
derly$ettlamnt of th: external warship of God in the Church . Thus 
ve lee that che whole plot and projer of the Primates Bookez 

745 thus to alter » and chus to ſettle the Datlrine and. Diſciph/r?, 
id external wwrs"p inthe Courch, as we hive ſeen eff:cted in 
tae late Synod. So 45 it apperres, both this Synod and the things 
concluded therein have been a good wille a hammering 


Canzerburies FOISE- 


Prediftion, 3. 


Aid inthe Relationit ſclfe,pag 155. To theſe two[to ms 
YItics* 


azanft the Buuhops CANONS, 


Prixce, and the Clergie) principally the power and direftion for Refors 
mation belongs. Princes bave their parts 5y their Calling together of 
the Bishops, and others of the Elergie to conjider of that, which might 


feem worthy Reformation : And the Clergie did therr part im the Nas 
tional Synod,of 62. And the Artieles there agreed on,were afterwards 
eonfirm:d by Als of State, and the Ryyall Aſſent. Here is another 
Patterne of this late National Syno4 ; but that this wants the 
right legge , to make it goe uprighe and paſſe currane for a 
Nationall Synod, namely the confirmation by the Attof State, to 


wit ,the At of Parlament; as before is noted. So as here is alſo Eontraditiion x] 


one Contradithon, overthrowing this Nationall Smod; confiſting 
of the two Provincial, Canterbury and Yorke. Both eogecher wane 
the At of Parliament to contirmeit a National Synod , to bind 
the whole Nation, which the Syned preſumes co doe , both in: 
Mimiſters and People. 

ContradiFion. 2, 

Relat, 205. Emperours ant Kings are Cuſtodes utrinſque Ta. 
bulae : eb:y to whom the c1/te ly and preſervation of Lath Tables of the 
Law for worship to God, a;;d duty to man are commuted. A Boo\e of 
the Law was by Gods owne command in Mojts hy tim? was to be given 
to the King, Deurt, 17. The Kings under the Law,but ſtill according 
to it, did proceed to neceſſary Reformatious in Church- Buſineſſes, and 
theirin commanded the very Prieſts themſelves, &c, Tus being (oz 
that the Kengs under the Law had the care of the preſervation of 
Gods Law and Religion committed unto them, to preterve them 
late and found po where any corraption had crept in to reform 
Re4gion,but (till according to Gods Law, and that notone jot to 
vary trom 1t; how comes this Synod of Prieſts (being aſſembled 
by Royal authority, and commanded bv a Kmg under the Geſpe? 
t0 treat and agree 1p0n ſome Canons neceſſary for he advancement of 
Gods Glory, the edsfying of hn holy Church, and the due reverence of 
bn blefied Myſteries and Sacraments) to be ſo bold, as to agree and 
conclude and ena luch Canoms and Conſtitutions , as are directly 
_ the Law and word of God, to the great d:thonour of God, 
the ruinating of by holy Church, and the great abuſe and profanation: 
of hu bleſſed Myſteries and Sacraments > And herein we call hea- 
yen and earth to witneſſe, and the Lord left Ehriſt to be Judge, 
whether this Synod hath dealt futhfuly,vr no with the Kymg, or 
between him-and his people, and that alſo in theſe perillow tamere, 
The Lord open the Kmps eyes, to ſee how both hirmſelte , and. 
his people, are abuled , and his Kingdomes embroyledand in- 
Gangered by thek his Preiazes and Prieſts, 


That 
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That Synods may erre and foulely too, thu of 1640. prover witi; 
a witn:jie, If any Canons of it be ſound, the $1xth bath poyſo 
enough ro snfett them all. It's ſuch a Cockatrice eg pe a5 was never 
lazd m England before, hs that eateth if it dyeth. 1 wit! here 
tuiie runvoweil ths Oath, end shew you the naſchief mm it. 


His Oath 1s con:rary to the Title of ir, which is, An Oarh 
| 1mjoynd for the preventing of all Innovations m DeArine 1:4 
© Govr1nment, being a grand Innovation, ſuch as neither vc 
nor our Forelathe1s ever heard of. Beſides it hath inthe bod; 
of ut an ee c&tera, an cxpreſfon vet unknown to tke Chriſtian c; 
Pagan world ; Arcibiſhop Arundell, Judge 193c. provided 
beter tor the Clergy in his daycs,in that ancient Cunftitution, 
Statuinat, © ſub obteſtatione droins judi.y mnhibens ſpecialiſſn; 
rie 7un vel qus > Cujuſcungue gradus ftatus aut conditions ,ex:ftat con. 
C:uſiones aut propeſitimes de Fide Catholica , aut bony monbu adver/: 


ſonantes preter neceſſariam DcArinam facultati ſug, mm Scholy ani 


extra , d:ijputando aut communicando, proteſt atione permiſJa vel rn 
permiſia,aſperat wel proproat : etzimſt quodam werberum, vel termimnce 
rum Ciz9ſitate defends pſſint. N41 tefte B. Hugone de Sacrum 
Sepius quod bene dicitur non bene antelligitur. If harſh and novel 
expreivons may n9t be ulcd in familiar diſcourſe , much lefle 
may they be crowded :ato an Oath. The Ifraclites faid of the 
Levites Concubine , there was no ſuch deed done nor ſeen from the 
day that the Children of 1jrae! came up out the Land of Ayypt unte 
thu day, conſider of itztake adviſe and ſpeake : that ſame may be 
faid of this Oath. There was never ſuch a deed dune or {een 
fince we came out of ſpirituall Egypt, Conſider of it, take 26- 
viic and ſpeake what {h1a!l be done to theſe Innovators, 


It's againſt che King and his Preropative Rejall > who by the 
Statutes and Cuſtomes of this Kingdome hath power to ap- 
oint any of his naturall Subjects to exerciſe all manner oi 
i.cc!*fiattical! Juriſdiction under him, as appeareth by Srar, 1. 
Elizab.cas 1. and Stat. 25, Hen, cap.1 9. and 37. Hen..cap. 17, 
bur chis O'2h ſpoyles his Majeſty of all ſuch power , 1nvelting 
onely Arch-bizhops, Bishops, Deanes, &Cc. with Eccleſiaſticall 
power , and fo takes from his Majeſty what his Predeceſſor 
Henry che $, had, who gave.a Commiſtion to Lord Cromwell t0 
exe; ciſe under him ali Jurisdition Eccleliaſticall, as you way 
tid in Mr. Fox his Martyrologic Volume 2-pa. 1000, Printca 
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I's againſt the Oath of Supremacy, in taking of which we ac» 
knowledge the Kings Majelty to be Supreme Governour of 
the Church in all Cauſes, and oyer all pe:ſons Eccleſi;ſticall, 
as well as Civil ; and the King by Law having powereo alter 
Church Government , and to delegate whom he pleaſerh of 
his Subjects to exerciſe Ecclefiaſticall Jurisdiftion,as appeares 
by what 15 foreſaid , and ſtill is in pradtiſe in the High Comiſ- 
ion, in which are alwaves the Lords of his Majelties Privy 
Councell , anq diverſe other Temporall T.ords and Jude, 
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0z Or 1NG<2v4 ting Ot aw change , in, or of the Goverment 
alwcll as Wee; alid ooth they and weare to take the Oatb in tize 
plajn and con:mon icnle of 1ty Which once taken 1in the litterall 
tenſe, there can never be any atiempt on thei: part,al:hougih in 
a Syd, to change the Government, and ablolve us from this 
0.4b, wuhout peijury tochemleivcs, and untatstaction to us. 
It the Oath be once lawtully taken , what new power can dit- 
charge ut 9 1n ſuch acale they may aſwell Unchriltian me as 
untweare me. How can any honeſt {worne Subject take this 
New Oath without manifeſt danger and great ſuſpition of per- 
jury ; for having ſworne before tor the King , 1a caſe he alces 
the Government, by vertue of this Q4th ! have ſworne again{t 
the King, ſer up Oath againſt Oath, my 1elfe againlt my Sove- 
raigne;and that which 1s yet worſe, mult not repent of it ; Fo 
I am ſ{worne from ever conſenting to what by Majeſty hath dene : 
And is thatall ? No,I muſt diffene and become a Schiſmatick, 
and Seferatiſt tor ever ; Neither 15 that all, but ] muſt take up 
Armes ewice 2 yeare atleaſt , and Preach forthe Hierarclue, 
2nd their preſent Government , againſt my Soveraigne , and 
what he hath charged, This 1 am bound to by vertue of the 
6h Canon, and if nor, by the Orb ot Canonical obedience. And 
in caſe a Mauſter refuſe or n:gl: thy , 1's Sulpenſion by his 
Grdmary, and 1t it be done, v ho knows but it may colt a Hang- 
um 1:am, tor reſiſting Supreme Aut hority, 

Againe, this Oath is a plot to fiveare 1n the conceit of Fpiſ- 
copacie to be jure divino + of late they have Nep'd off from 
their ancient foundation, thinking it weakneſſe, either to depend 
apon humane Laws, or Princes favours; and have publiſhed tothe 
whols world , that their ſtanding 1s by divine right : and ther= 
310re 
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fore cunningls thev have concluded in thoſe words , «5 by ri: /» 
tf ought to ſtand, which words, it meant of humane right, it's 2 
T oto}ogiE , an{i to no purpoſe , becaule the precedent words 
as 1t ſtands now eſtablisled, Import their right by Law : they mult 
be meant of this drvan2rrgbr, and then vou fee which was tlic; 
are gomg. Evcil to take away all Fccletiafticall power from 
his Majeſtic. ,by a pretended divme rght,and that ratified bs the 
Oathes ot all the Clergie, And ot this vou may be the more 
content , 1t you ſhall examine how thev have alreedy dcalt 
with bs viaeſly concerning this potnt in the Firlt Carry, 
wherein they have onely given him {10 Caules Fcclefiafticall) 
power to cail ard diifolye Councels ; but tor Ecclehialtical! 
Government thes give hum no power , that they relerve to 
themicives,and lock up im the hands of FEpiſcopacie, All othet 
independent coactive power, be it Papall or Popular thev con« 
demn, as being inconhtittent with the Rova!l but not the F pil. 
copail, T his mult be cried up and preach'd tor twice a veare 
ac the }Ieatt > which vheiherit be not ro undermine the great 
Rovall Ofce , and cunningly to overthrow that moſt Sacred 
Ordinancewhicin God himtelic hath cltablifiieds and fo 1s trca» 
ſonable againſt God and King, 1 Icave to the conſideration of all 
ſuch asare not bewt:ch'd and prejudic'd with Hierarchical! 
pr:aciples. 


Againe, this Oath doth prejudice power of Parliaments, ard 


oppolerth in rhe Cevocation that power which 1s proper unto 
Parltammt; : Forihe Clergy 1m the Comc.uion houſe can doe 
n.thing Authoritative without the Parlument , elpectally not 
make Oaths and 1npcierhem ad placttum. It's the judge ment 
and refolution of the I awvers generally, that no Oath cn be 
-nade ,nor any authorized to gave ut but by Par4amentary pewer,v 11. ci 
this hath not, being made atter the Parhament was ended. We 
h-pe the Parlian.ent row coming will peed!ly call chem to 
quetton tor this bold attemy't , tad proc ecd agnnſt them to 
purpole, it they ſhatbe lou 41 1th:;ncompaſic of a Pren.unmes 
as {me doc judge tom wo bes or 4 net, vet ro makethom tre: 
the Ceujire of nat grew Creme , tor Compmeing agatilt che 
eitronty Of ity and projecting (it poubic) to {uppretic i tor 
CVer. 

Apgaine, that Oath Whick 13 intedit;mum alicnu; its mayorn [1m 
iS 0 2lavtull, hence lath the Schovie, 37 nm quadem por ſe ma.um 
mt) Frarunn eff f(t a tam» al:cn;u bit tmpeduionn: fit, Curti}- 
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tou prſſubulutatem, Het 1 Sent. And Bede faith, kc obſervata p 


pry orens veriunt in exitums dum per ea mayus bonum excludutur ubid. 
Nov this Oath will hinder the alterarior of the Church Go- 
vernment to-2 better, For being once {worn to: Melinus non 
"nut abut pejws. Chriſts Kingdume mult be keprtout, Antickriſttan 
Offices ,government, xulos, and waves of proceeding be cftabl i- 
{thed1n the Church,and that by an Oath. It the Book of Com®« 
mon Prayer would better the Diſcipline s and doe much will 
therefore to have publique Penance reſtored , this Oath coi 
eradifts it,and tells us thas we have a!l the Diſcipline is necd< 
full co Salvation , and that the Government by right ought to ſtar; 
#t no it ſtands. Bux there are great grievances, dreadtu!l drſor- 
ders, and horrible corrupteens 1n tie Diſcipline and Governe 
raent of the Church, as now it ſtands ; and men ſhould rather 
ſweare to indeavour their utmolt to get them removed in this 
ayproaching Parhamene , then give conſent to have them un- 
alrerd one day longer : as leſit-worship, Altar-wor:hip, kneeling at 
Sacrament, promiſcuous receivers, ſul ſeription, Oaths ex Officio,Cae 
roncall obedience, reading of Apocrypha Books, abuſe of Excommut« 
mam, the exorbitant power ot Bishops int2rdiAing whole Church. 
ez, porverting equity in all cheir Courts, changing runes and ſeaſong 

lor Marriage at their pleature , h1ndring Preachmg and praying 
where they liſt , 1-9poſing new and w1.l unfull things upon the Ms. 
m/try,sil:gally outmg rhem trom their livmgs,&c. 1 be proceeds 
ang yet in many things by the Popes Canon Law ; the taking 2 
way the power of the kezes from the Paſtors of particular Congree 
gateons , and letting up Chance!lors over them and their flocks, 

putting into Laymens hands (for a Chancefor is no other ) the 
power of Excommunication. Lay-Elders are much cryed out of, 

and condemn'd by us in the Scottzsþh and Forraigne Churches, 

and yet we fer an hold them up at home with both hands, 
The B:sbop delegares his power to the Chancellour , and (© the 

lentence of Excommunicatron is devoly'd upon a mcere Lay- 

man,winch dealing with Presbyterians, we lay is incompatible 

toaLay-man: and what 1s this, but to deſtroy with the hand 

what we bind with the tongue, Neitheris that ſhift avayle- 

able to ſay ,8t*s ſome grave Mimſter that =_ projotnce the ſentence, 

becauſe he is but os Cancetary, the mouth of the Chancelour, to 

pronounce -What he decrees :' who can Roppe itif not pro 
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noun0d? call it outof the Miniſters hand, and muſt give the 
Abſolution if pronounced , and fo the whole power lyes ſtill in 
the Chancelors hand. It theſe things therefore and diverte 
other were altered, we [ſhould not abjure them, bur thinke ous 
{clyes bound by rigit and Conſcience to intertaine them. 
Againezthis Oath appeares further to be unlawfull, Firſt, be. 
caulc it doth inſnare our Goalciences,and takes away the /tber- 
yo them , binding us n2tſo much as to conſent unto any al. 
£:ration , alchough it ſhould be in che judgement of all farre 
better then what we have. Secondly, it doth make us vaſſals 
and bond(Iaves to the Prelacy,we muſt be their ſworn SubjeRs, 
and tye our {clys by © uh to uphold their tottering Kingdome. 
Andifthe Prelacic have its pedegree trom Rome , as ſome of 
chemiclves af me z waatis this Outh buc a policic to ferch in 
our ſhoulders fo ſupport Antichriſt and his Government Þ what 
15 it but the plain mark? of the Beaſt, which ſome make to be ai) 
Oath, and others a ubmiunting to hy power and acxnowledging of 
bim to be Lord, Mead mn Comment. Apoeal, Here is both an Oath 
and an abſolute ſubyuttrg unto the Hierdrehit.and ackmuledg - 
w32 of them to te Lords, By this Oath tree $ubj:&s become y1!- 
ſals, winch is 2:0 contrary to the Petizzon of Right, 3 ©.C:fols, 
3. Ir isan e12r143ung and perpetuating of humane and Ecclefi1- 
Brea] Ordriguics ; tor the whole Hierarchie mention'd 1nche 
Oath , trom Arcb-bi;hops to the end of the Ge. are ſufficiently 
knownto be mcere Eccle/laſtzcall Conſtitutions 4 and ſubject to 
ſuch corrupesons 1romM tne to time, as may neceſſitate an a/ter- 
ton, Are there not ſuch foule corruprions now amongſt them, 
as £rv mightily to the Parlzzamens for al::ration, and without rc- 
drefſe will ſinke the whole Kingdome, What ſafety or wa-rant 
then hath any man to ſweare theſe Conſtitutions into an ina.te- 
rabie condition. 
4+ It's 2 condemaing of all other Reformed Churches : They 
have not our Diſcipline, and yet we have given them the right 
hand of tellowthip. , that they want nething neceſſary ts Salvatin, 
And if we ſweare this Diſcipline to be neceftary to Salpatiin , we 
muſt condemne them as wanting ſomthing neceſſary therennts : 
Ir's little lefle chen to wnchurch, and to pronounce them to be 
withoutthat Diſcipline whici is Eſſentiall to the beeing of a 
true Church ; aad they may charge us with fal/ifying the 20th 
and 3 {th Arvict:, which teaCi1,that things belonging to Government 
and D;ſapline are alterable; and ſo much 1s exprefied inthe Tile 
of Ceremonies before the Book of Common Prayer. 
5- Becauſe by this Q#h the Prelates are inveſted with 2 py 
Whuc,) 


The ARGUMENTS, 


which neither God nor the I aws of the Kingdome ever gay© 
them; a5 namely, upon refuſall of thisirrerched Oxthy they wil 
deprive ary paintull conſcienriow and farchfull Mimiler of all his 
Eccleſiaſhcall promotzons whatſoever, and of the execution of h1s 
Function, which 15 dire&tly againR Law, for if Paſtors be Le- 
gally poſſe(ſ'd of theur lwings, what injuſtice is ic to make attcr- 
Canors and Oaths eo queſtion and throw them our of cheir rigbt- 
6. This Syd had not our conſents and ſuffrages for the Clerks 
of it. Thoſe were legally cholen kad voyce no longer 18 the 
Convocation houſe then the Parliament indured.T here being ther- 
foreno uew e:tHon of Clerks , nor any nery Writ to legirmmate 
thoſe » but onelv anew Commiſſion to gue on with what was 
begun in Parliament ( but nullin'd by breach thereof alto being 
wihout that Commiſſion the ſpace of a whole weeke, as ap 
peares by the date thereot, May 12.) we cannot but judge bot 
Oath and Cnons to be 11Jegall. 
>. 'The Oath implyes a plain contradifion, and that which 1s 
gnp*ſle. It requires me to Sweare ſincerely, without any ſecret 
referoation, and jor att ari Ge, in it, which unports more then 
is exprelt,and neceſſt:ates 2 mentall conception,and ſecret rf. rvaten. 
8. Weare bound totake it hearealy, and willingly, which no 
man that hath any conſtderatien or con{cience can doe. Foru's 
againſt amrb, and obligethto ſweare a falſehood, viz. that t be 
Government of this Church as now it ſtands, ought by rrght ſo to ſtand, 
which is not true of Chancellours, CommiJaries, Offe 3411s, &c. nor 
of Bishops proceeding in their Courts in their own names, anc 
under their own Seales, It's againſt judgement, including 2 con« 
zradiftien, as appeares in the 7th particular ; Ir's againll righte- 
> Syangene both the Parliament, the Prince and Paſtors theme 
felves are perjured by it, as hath tormerly bin thewnz and :t's 
a [wearing up a corrupt , if not an Antichnſtt.um G: p:rnment over 
the People. Beltdes this Oath is backed with ſevere punishment, 
Refuſal of 1t brings Deprivation, ab Officio & Beneficio. Hence 
many that are poore and weake \ it's zo be feared) will take the 
Oath, reluftante conſcienzia, and to fave their Livings, tortweare 
themſelves. 
9. This Oathis full of anbiguities, The Dottrine of the 


Church is not clearely known , the Homulies have been Qif- 


' claim'd. The Articles are challenged by the Armimans and 0- 


therszto be tor them. l[t's doubttull ro us whether a great part 
of Scripture be not excluded as zneceſſary,becaule much of the 
Scripture is neither verbally expreſſed , nor vertually inciuded 
the publique Declaration of the Doghrine and Dilcipline of 
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the Church ot ſngiard,, and that theyaredaid. to containe all 


things necefſary to ſalvation : we are doubrfull of the Diſci- 


pline, becauſe much depends upouthe s tation oft the Or- 
dinary, which is uoknown+ and yearely differing Artectes are 
agenerall ſtanding 


compoſed for Viſirerwns. And although 
Book of Articles be promiſed tor the whole Kingdome , yer 
three yeares libercy is reſerved for altererron, and who can jay 
he knoxwerh what the Diſcipline ts. We: doube whether che 
Omb doth not ſuppoſe ſore Popiſh Do&rme:eſtabliſhed. We 
kiow not in what fenſe thoſe words by raght #8 auphe 10 flend, are 
to be taken. This word jw4,o0r nebe,is a word equavocall, There 
is jus Divinum, and if we ſweare in this ſenſe, then we ſweare 
Deanes, Archdeacons, and the &fc. to ſtand jure dremo. There is 
118 Eccleſiaſtiamm,and it we {wee inthat ſenſe, then the Prelates 
will nor be our Friends , becauſe we {weare drvine right from 
them. Thete is jus poſit, and if we {[weare in this ſenſe, then 
the Hicrarchie muſt looſe borh divene and Ecclefiafticall right, It 
being thus, who can'{weare without equi TI: 

Laſtly, no man taking this Oath can well acquic himſelfe of 
perjury, tor it he take it inthe plain commu ſenſe and underſtand. 
ang of the words , yet there muſt be ſome mental! reſervation in 
the words &c. and equation in the minds of Hyerarchicall 
men touching thoſe words by right : for though they ſhould 
venture to [weare Prelates into a j us deminum , yer they dare not 
ſweare Deanes and Archdeacons 1nto ity and ſo mult (weare in 2 
double ſenſe,and | r7jwrethemſelves But all chis may be help- 


Perjuri ſunt qu; ed by our own encerprerationr and preteſidtions. Anſ. We may not 


5d quod falſum 
eſſe ſunt, aut 


fritant julrte 
mento confir- 
mn, Eſt m 
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take 1t in our own ſc».ſes. Thole authorized ro adminifter rhe 
Oath,by the Kings Commitſion aretyedto keep the very words 
of it;1t they ſhould leave our the fe they have no power to ad- 
mimiter ie at all. And the Oatb4e {elte binds us ro rake it in che 
common ſenſe of the wards. ] Fore theneake the Oath,and proreſt 
againſt fuch and (uch ſenſes, and make a ſenſe of our own, ehis is 
direct and wilfull per vyy {aid Cirmliens And ihe #tion be- 
ing mad? before a publique notary, this ſhalbe ſufficient evidence 
in any Coun? of gc Kingdome go convitt us of che peryory. If 
then any of the Prelater have taken this Oath 1n 185 proper ſenſe, or 
2a ſ-nſe of their own,how have they peryjar'd chemlctvs prophan'd 
their bands,a0d pur 19 4 barre agaatt their fueure Cor 
boly Orders. X ; . 
114 Synodugnoddt 4 patrim C integer; ager 
- Convemwiv. n:1u1, Soffoſſiramen, Amen. 
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